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PREFACE. 



npiHIS Sermon is now published in compli- 
-*- ance with the strongly-expressed wishes of 
one portion of the hearers ; and in order that 
another portion, consisting of several of my 
Clerical brethren, who declared themselves 
offended at it, may have a fuller opportunity 
of examining for themselves the doctrine it 
contains. 

It may be well to state, as clearly as I 
can, in this place, the leading positions upon 
which the argument proceeds. They are the 
following : 

1. That the inspired Epistles, which the 
Apostles addressed respectively to the pri- 
mitive Churches, are the main standard to 
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rhe two I 
p. 40— 1 



ablest champions of our Church. — The 
portions alluded to (p. 26 — 30, and p. 
52) are printed between brackets. 

With regard to the notes, I am aware there 
is much in them whicli must appear very su- 
perfluous to many readers. This was render- 
ed in some degree necessary by the manner 
in which the sermon was received. I have 
no desire or design (if I can possibly avoid it) 
to engage in controversy — but if controversy 
there must be, I wish it to be fully under- 
stood that I am no setter forth of strange 
doctrines, or of my own independent opinions, 
but (with the gospel in my hand) a humble 
and unworthy follower after Catholic and 
Evangelical truth, as taught by those who are 
none of its least faithful or least wise inter- 
preters — St. Irenaus, St. Cyprian, StAugus- 
tin, Hooker, Bishop Andrewes and Bishop 
Taylor. 

I conclude this preface with an extract 
from the last of these authors. 

" But then this whole affair must needs be 
a mighty arrest to the gaieties of this sinful 
age. For although Christ's blood can expiate 
all sins, and his Spirit can sanctify all sinners, 
and his Church can restore all that are capa^ 
ble ; — yet if we consider that the particulars 
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PREFACE. XV 

of every naughty man's case are infinitely 
uncertain ; that there are no minute mea- 
sures of repentance set down after baptism ; 
that there are some states of sinners which 
God does reject ; that the arrival to this state 
is by parts, and undetermined steps of pro- 
gression ; that no man can tell when any sin 
begins to be unpardonable to such a person ; 
and that if we be careless of ourselves, and 
easy in our judgments, and comply with the 
false measures of any age, we may be in be- 
fore we are aware, and cannot come out so 
soon as we expect ; and lastly, if we consider 
that the primitive and Apostolical Churches 
— who best knew how to estimate the mer- 
cies of the gospel, and the requisites of re- 
pentance, and the malignity and dangers 
of sin, — did not promise pardon so easily, so 
readily, so quickly as we do, we may think 
it fit to be more afraid and more contrite, 
more watchful and more severe." Bishop 
Taylor on Repentance, chap. ix. sect. iii. 
§. 80. Works, vol. ix. p. 197. 



'* We are accounted righteous before God, only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by £dth, and 
not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore that 
we are justified by £dth only is a most wholesome doctrine, 
and very full of comfort." Article XI. 



And 1 9aw the deady small and greats gland be/are God ; 
and the books were opened : and am/olher hook was opened ^ 
which is the book of Ufe : and the dead were judged otU of 
those things which were written in the hooks according to 
their works. And the sea gam up the dead which were inU ; 
and death and heU delivered wp the dead which were in them : 
and they were fudged every man according to their works. 
Bev. xx« 12, 13. 

He that overcometh shaU inherit aU things ; and I wiU he 
his God, and he shall he my son. BiU the fearfuly and wnhe- 
Uemng^ and the abonmabley and mttrderers, and whore- 
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and aU Uars, shdU 
ha/oe their part in the lake which humeth with fire and hrim- 
stone : which is the second death. And there came vnto me 
(me of the seven angels. ..and talked with me, saying. Come 
hither, I wiU shew thee the hride^ the Lamb'*s wife. And he 
carried me a/way vn the Spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and shewed me that great dty^ the holy Jerusalem... ha/oing the 
glory of God.. ..And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the Ught of U.... And there shaU in no wise enter into 
it any thing thai de/Heth, neither whatsoever worketh abomina- 
tion, w m/aketh a lie : hut they which are written in the 
Lamlfs hook of Ufe. Rev. xxi. 7 — 11. 24. 27. 

And he said unto me, THESE SAYINGS ABE 
FAITHFUL AND TRUE, B^v. xxii. 6. 
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Repent ye, and believe the gospel. Mark i. i j. 

Itemember how thou hast received and heard, and holdfast, 

and repent. Revel, iii. 3. 

IN these two texts, the objects of the two 
Societies, on behalf of which it is now my duty 
to address you, my Christian brethren, are severally 
and distinctively set forth. " The Society for .the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts" takes 
up the former, and carrying the glad tidings into 
all lands, cries aloud, Repent ye^ and believe the 
Gospel. " The Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge" partakes indeed of the same labour, 
but has its peculiar province in lands already Chris- 
tian ;' where, as it edifies and assists the Churches, 
it also admonishes and exhorts them : Remember 
how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and 
repent. It appears then, that a main object of both 

B 



Societies is to preach Rep^itanoe ; bat Repentance, 
be it observed* to difierent perscms, and in widely 
different measores and degrees, respects and circum- 
stances. And this remark may lead us not unfitly, 
nor, as I trust, unprofitably, to consider the doctrine 
of Repentance generally; as being a subject which 
is at all times most solemn, and of the deepest and 
most anxious interest to ey^y Christian : and more- 
over, as it concerns the present occasion, in order 
that we may perceive aright the distinctive claims 
of each Society upon our support ; and, at the same 
time, our own individual obligations, both of faith 
and practice, in professing ourselves to be members 
and supporters of these Societies. 

First, then, it is highly important to understand 
clearly what is the true scriptural use and meaning 
of the word * Repentance. In the New Testament, 
(where ^ it indicates a certain condition or turn of 
mind in man, as a fidlen creature, toward his Maker,) 



Xofuu (ficruficXcia). Critics have 
attempted to draw distinctioiiB 
between the meaping and uses of 
the two words, but, apparently, 
on insufficient grrounds. See 6a- 
taker. Advers. MiscelL p. 727. 
seq. Bishop Taylor sapposes an 
occasional difference, in which 
case furatfoui was generally ' the 
better word.' On Repent, chap. ii. 
sect. I. §.2. Works, vol. viii. 
p. 308. Comp. Dr. Hey on Art. 
xvi. vol. iii. p. 459. note. Every 
example of either word that oc« 
cufs in the New Testament will 



be noticed or referred to in the 
following pages; except the fol- 
lowing, i^ch do not admit per- 
haps of any dear or profitable 
interpretation, in respect to omr- 
selves. Matth. xxvn. 3. {Judas 
ficra^Xi^iff, see Gat. Adv. Misc* 
p. 754.) Rev. ix..20, 31. (<M Xocirol 
T&p cMpwirwr, idolaters) and Rev. 
xvi. 9. II. 

^ It is sometimes nssd in other 
relations ; as of God to num, Heb. 
vii. 21. Rom. xi. 29. Of wum to 
fium, Luke xvii. 3, 4. Heb. xii. 17. 
(Esaa) Matth. xxi. 29. 2 Cor. 
vii. 8. 
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it bears, for the most part, a twofold signification. 
It expresses either conversion to Christianity, by 
the preaching of the Gospel, in the case of Jews 
and Gentiles : or, in the case of Christian converts, 
bom again ofwatet* and of the Spirit^ such an active John iii. 5. 
and reflective change of heart, in respect of sin, as is 
consequent in truth, and reason, and the grace of 
God, upon that conversion. In the former *^ sense 
it IS the Iftnguage of the Baptist ; Repent ye^ for theuwu m. 2. 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Of our blessed Lord Matt. iv. 17. 
repeating the same words ; or again, as in the text. 
Repent ye^ and believe the Gospel. Of St. Peter's Mark l 15. 
sermon on the day of Pentecost ; Repent and be Acts ii. 38. 

See also iii. 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christy for the remis- 19- 
sion of sins. And of St. Paul; Testifying both to^f*-*^- 
the JewSy and also to the Greeks^ Repentance toward ^^y^ 17, ^^^ 

xiii. 38, 39. 

Gody and Faith toward our Lord Jesm Christ^. 
This, you will remark, is Repentance in its primary, 
catholic, evangelical signification ; ® one and the 



c See St.Auguslin, Serm. eecli. 
§.2. vol. y. p. 942. and Serm. 
ccdii. §. 2. ibid. p. 950. " iUa 
prima (poemtentia) competentium 
est, et ad baptismum vemre sitien- 
tium.*' Ibid. §.7. p. 954. 

^ See also (of the preaching of 
Jonas) Matth. xii. 41. Luke xi.32. 
(Of the BapHst) MaUh. iii. 8. 11. 
iv. 17. xxi. 32. Mark i. 4. Luke 
iii. 3. 8. Acts xiii. 24. xix. 4. (Of 
Jesus Christ) Matth. ii'. 13. xi. 
20, 21. Mark ii. 17. Luke v. 32. 
X. 13. xii. 3. 5. XV. 7. 10. (Of the 
apostles) Mark vi. 12. Luke xxiv. 



47. (Of St. Peter) Acts v. 31. xi. 
18. (Of St, Paul) Acts xvii. 30. 
xxvi. 20. Rom. ii. 4, 5. 

« See Hooker, Eccl. Pol. book 
vi. ch. vi. §.2. vol. iii. p. 90. And 
compare Ecclesiasticus xliv. 16. 
Enoch pleased God, and was trans- 
lated, being an. example qf Repent- 
ance to all generations. But with- 
out faith it is impossible to please 
Him, Heb. xi. 6. Noah iiaipv^t 
fivravoiav, St. Clement, i Cor. vii. 
See also St. Irenseus, lib. iv. 
cap. xxvii. 

B 2 



^M Comp.Re 


)>. same, even as the Gospel is one and the same, from ^M 


^^1 fr. 
^B AcMixvi 


. the beginning to the world's end; ^a returning to ^M 


^H 


God, from whom we had all gone astray, in that ^H 


H 


way which He has himself appointed, even by ^H 


^1 


Faith in a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. ^| 


^H I Tim. ii. 


+,This is that repentance. 


to which, as unto « the ^H 


^^L tT>m.ii.; 
^B Lukeiiii. 


!.,: knowledge of the truth, and only hope of salvation ^M 


^^H xi. i8. 


'■ the goodness and long-suffering of God designed to ^| 


^H Rom.ii. . 


*■ lead his rebellious people 


:,— and to which He still H 


^H HetKvi. 


,. willeth that ^all should 


come: that foundation of ^M 




repentance from dead works, which is among the ^H 


^^ 


first principles of the doctrine of Christ ; — 'which ^H 


^H 


we, my brethren, have each professed once for all, | 


^H 


when we renounced the 


world, the flesh, and the 


H 


devil, and were admitted i 


thereupon to all the privi- 


^B 


' See Mede, Difltriba continued. 


' erga humanvun genus,' Grot, in 


^^1 


(partiv.) p. 31. Bp.Andrewes' Ser- 


loe.) Ttol vAUing that any should 


^^^ 


monH, (iv. on Rep.) fol, ed. p. 207. 


perish, but that ail should come 


^^p 


e There may seem to be some 


to repentance. {' Sicut ante exci- 


^^v 


little doubt as to the right appli- 


dium Judteorum diu exspectavit 


^^1 


cation of 2 Tim. ii. 25 : but the 


Judsorum pcenitentiam, ita et 


^^^ 


doubt, I think, will be consider- 


nunc earn exspeetat in sparsis Ju- 


^^^K 


ably lessened, when we compare 


dreorum reJiquiis. Vultaul«mhoc 


^^H 


the passage with i Tim. it. 4., and 


non plane, et absolute, sed quan- 


^^H 


consider that the two expressions 


tum juatitise, bonitatique ejus suf- 


^^^B 


in the translation, acknowledj/i'ig 


ficit. Conf.Ezek. xviii. 32. xxxiii. 


^^^B 


qf the truth o! the former, and 


11. iTim. ii.4." Grot, ibid.) Be 


^^H 


knowledge qf the traik of the latter 


it observed also that the reading 


^^^^L 


are identical in the original, viz. 


*it Siitas is very doubtful, Gries- 


^^^^^^_ 


Ar/ypuo-w aX-jAi'nt. See also Gro- 


bach marks 81' ^fiSi, as of equal 


^^^^^^L 


1 tids'fl note: " non omnibus qui 


or preferable authority. 


^^^^^^^H 


V eoealiom reluctantur dat Deus 


' Ka! afrol St rpa^v ilvai furd- 


^^^^^^P 


f -^nitentiam." On the truth as 


yoioy piaif, Koi Sta ^avrpov iraXcy- 


^^^^^^^ 


nous with the Gospel, see 


ytvtirias ravrift yfvi<r6ai T^» auni- 


^^^^^^H^ 


on James v. 19. 


piav. Epiphan. Adv. Hier. lii. 


^^^^^^H 


t. iii. 9. The Lord ...is 


5.1. 


1 


trin$ lo us-ioard, (i. e. 





leges of the Christian covenant ; and which, as in 
connection with one faith and one baptism, it can 
occur but once, so, if it be once absolutely abandoned, 
it may be ^ doubtful whether in its full purity and 
eflSciency it is possible to be renewed again. For as Ronuvi. lo. 
Christ died unto sin once, so (the apostle teaches) Ephliy.ial 
should be our baptismal grace, a death unto sin^ and^^' 
a new birth unto righteousness. 

I pass now to the second ^signification of the 
word Repentance, which is exemplified in the latter 
passage of the text — Remember how thou hast r^-Rev.iii.3,3. 
ceived and heard^ and hold fast^ and repent. The 
words are taken from St. John's Revelation to the 
seven churches ; and, though doubtless they convey a 



^ Bishop Taylor appears to as- 
sert the affirmative, " Repentance 
is after sin, of the same extent qf 
signification, and contains more 
duties and labour to the perfection 
of its parts than innocence.'^ On 
Rep. ch. X. sect.viii. §.99. vol. ix. 
p. 291. Compare Collect for Ash 
Wednesday. On the other hand, 
see extracts in Append. c.iv.Eulo- 
gius ap.Phot. Bibl. §.280. p. 540. 
Epiphanius Adv. Haer. lix. §. 11. 
(ocTTrcp 6 dir6 irapBtvlas irapairetroiv 
b€VT€pay Tifi^v, T^p iyKpartlcuf ?X'*> 
ovra> Koi €lg t6 \ovTp6v 6 iv irapa' 
TTT^fiari fKl^OVl y€v6fi€vostx(f'^fVT€' 
pay uurip, oit roiavrriv ivdperov Kara 
rf/v npcinrjp, ovk ajroptpXrjfievrjv de 
Cmtjs. And again, ibid. §. 5. Ka\ 
Sti fjL€v 6 Kov^v Trjs aKfjB^ias rot- 
ovTov ?x'* "f^v X^P^'^^P^' rravri ry 
tra^s eoTi, p^rht yhp t^v irpiyrnv 
fUToyoiav, lifv 8iii row \ovTpov rrjs 
frakiyytpftrias, hf i fitravoi^ ojv- 



KaivitrBrf nas Svdpwiros, dcvrcpa ris 
roiavrri ov^ wrapp^et. oifrc yap bvo 
elarl paiTTl(rp£LTa, oKKhi €p' oifrc Sis 
€aTavpo)Brj Xpiarhs, aXX^ mra^' 
oUre Sis airiBavw xmtp vp^tv, Ka\ 
av€(mj. See also ibid. §. to. sub. 
fin. For other ancient authorities 
on both sides of this momentous 
question, see the note of Cotele- 
rius. Const. Apostol. lib. ii. c. xli. 
vol. i. p. 250 ; and his own opi- 
nion ; *' gradus innocentiae absque 
dubio gradu restitutionis sublimior 
est ac perfectior.'' See also Bishop 
Bull, Serm. vii. 

1 " Altera vero Pcenitentia est, 
cujus actio per totam istam vitam, 
qua in came mortali degimus, 
perpetua supplicationis humilitate 
subeunda est." St. Augustin ubi 
sup. Serm. cccli. §.3-6. vol. v. p. 
943. et seq. See also Serm. ccclii. 
§.7. ibid. p. 954, quoted below, 
p. 9. 
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lesson to every part of the body of Christ's Church, 
are addressed immediately to the angel or minis- 
ter of the Church of Sardis. / haiie not found thy 
works perfect before God: remember therefore, . . . and 
repent. Similar language is addressed in the same 

9. chapter to the Church of Laodicea. As many as I 
love, I rebuke and c/iasten : be zealous therefore and 
repent. And, in the preceding chapter, to the 

4i Church of Ephesus. / know thy works, and thy 
labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not' 

bear them which are evil: nevertheless I have 

somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy 
first love. Remember, therefore, from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the first works. — ■ 
And "in each of these places, it is important to 
remark, that the rebuke (it would seem) is not 
for relapses into deadly sin, in the case of indi- 
Tiduals — but for laxity of discipline, as that whereof 
the whole body had need to repent ; or, as re- 
garded individual members, for lukewarmness ; for 



° See generally Hammond's 
Faraphrase, and Lowiaan on the 
Revelations r in particular 

(a)OfEplieBUSi[Rev.ii.i-7.) 
"Non videtur 1 
DmiaiBae, sed de > 
Vid. PoU Synops. " Illud ^c^^as 
hie non omnimodam ayainjv sig- 
nilicat. Bed rtjs Tcpimiv, i. e. illam 
adeoferventem. Solet etiamacri- 
buH ingeniia cum tempore lassi- 
tudo quEcdam irrepere." Grot, in 



(b) Of Sardis; (Rev 
' Peccas ncgligCDtia n 



-6.) 



in docendo, et corrigendo popido, 
BCandalia avertendis, hiereaibus re~ 

primendis NuUos edis fruc- 

tiiSjdignoB eo, quivivere dicitur." 
Poll Sj'nope. See also Bisbop 
Andrewes' Sermons, {viii. on Rep.) 
fol. edit. p. 258. 

(c) Of Laodicea; (Rev.iii.14— 
aa.) " TepiduB hie dicitur, qui 
inter virtutes et vitia flnctuat ; . , . , 
qui Deum non audet graviter Bci- 
ens et volens offendere; purioria 
tamen et perfections vitie studium 
negligit." Poli Synops, in loc. 



want of zeaJ ; for not going on unto perfection ; 
for not stirring up the gift of God that was in 
them; for not bringing forth the meet fruits^ of that »ratt. m. 8. 
change of mind, unto which they had been bap- 
tized. In like manner the Repentance, which St.aCor.vii. 
Paul describes as that of his Corinthian converts, 
with all its true and lively characteristics, what 
were the circumstances of the case out of which it 
arose? Not an act of guilt, much less a course 
of abandoned life ; but an omission of duty ; the 
neglecting to put away from among them that wicked t^^^y-^s- 
person. And so, perhaps, though in an aggravated 
degree, the sin of Simon Magus. That of which he 
had need to repent was a thought of the heart ; 
^and, as such, was to be met with spiritual exer- 
cise. Prat/ God, says St. Peter, if perhaps the ^ctBviu.22. 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. — ^And 
this Repentance, ad it may be i*egarded, in some 
sense, as the formation of the habit of which the 
other is the p primary act, or, still more, as the 
effectual carrying out into the life (by the assist- 
ing grace of God) that of which the former (by 
His preventing grace) was the hearty resolve ; so 
it arises ^consequently, and with increased obli- 



^ Or, as it is in the margin, 
(xnsmerable to amendment of life, 

o See Bishop Andrewes' Ser- 
mons, (viii. on Rep.) fol. ed. p. 253. 

P ** Excepto baptismatis mu- 
nere hac ergo excepta mag- 
na indulgentia (unde incipit homi- 
nis renovatio) in qua solvitur om- 
nis reatus etingeneratus etadditus. 



&c." St. August. Enchir. §. 17. 
vol. vi. p. 161. 

4 See St. Clement of Alexan- 
dria, Strom. Lib. vi. c. xii. p. 789, 
17 fieravoia durcn^* ^ fiev, koiv^, eirl 
r^ ir€ir\riiAfUXriK€pcu' ^ dc, Trjv (pvcnv 
TTJs ofjMfyrias KoraiuiBova'a, d<pl' 
OTcurdcu Tov afiaprdveiv avrov Kara 
TTporfyovftfvov X(fyor vtida, <p cWcroi 



gatioD, out of the former. For if, when we were 
unregenerate, ''we forsook sin, and became servants 
of righteousneas, much more now, being regenerate, 
we shall not willingly, nor without a speedy return, 
and keener self-reproach, and grief, and proportionate 
intense detestation of our guiltiness, depart from 

tH. God. And this is that Repentance unto salvation — 
that godlif sorrow for all that we do, or leave un- 
done contrary to the good and perfect will of God 
— that carefulness to correct whatever is amiss in 
our lives and conversations — that clearing of our- 

'• i8- selves as * in the face of One, who chargeth His 

s- angels with folly, and in whose sight the stars of 
heaven are not pure — that indignation wherewith we 
loathe and disown the surviving body of sin, and 
continually strive, by God's help, to subdue and 
mortify all our evil and corrupt affections — this, 
I say, is that Repentance, which is, as it were, 
the solemn pledge, and most bounden duty of all 

>■"• who are baptized — of evm\y one that nameth the 
name of Christ; through which, frail and sinful, 
negligent and ignorant creatures as we are — and 
ao fer as we are such — we are still enabled, by 

sons to be baptized ! A. Repent- 
ance, whereby they forsake sin, 
&c." Church Catechism. Comp. 
Mede'a Diatrlbae (part iv.) p. 50. 
" I hace heard of Thee by the 

. , . avTixa hearing of the ear .■ bat tuna mine 

t /imuraio eye seeth Thee. 

T^i ^x5* ffiherefore I abhor rnyseff, and 

V iva 1} TTi- rgienl in dust and ashes. Job xlii. 
5, 6. See below, p. 10, note '. 



ri fi^ aitaprdrfiv. And again ibid. 
Jib. ii. cap. siii. p. 439. rov oSj" 

ovKihi aputpTaveiv XP^' '"''^ y^P ^ 
npirrg tat fiavs ixeravoia raiv a/mp- 

nam (before baptism 

Toit KkrjSeiirt vp6Kti 

fj Kodaipovira rov totti 

a7r6 TQiv TrXj/pfifXr/pdTwv Iva ^ nl- 

OTif Ot/itXiaS;). 

f Q. "What is requiredof per- 
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the Spirit of God, to rise again, *we regain the 

state of baptismal grace in which we stand ; we Rom. v. a. 

seek daily more and more "to aspire heavenward, | pet^ii^ 

and chide the part of us that flags." In a word, 

it is no other than this repentance, which our Lord 

enjoins, both when " He teaches us to pray to God 

day after day, to forgive its our trespasses; and Matt vi 12. 

Luke xi. 4. 



* Partly by renewed strength 
given in the means of grace, partly 
by the Holy Spirit, with the Son, 
interceding/or the Saints, accord' 
ing to the will of God, Rom. viii. 
26, 27, 34. Heb. vii. 25. i John 
ii. I. 

* See St. Augustin, ubi supr. 
^ Est alia . . quotidiana. £t ubi il- 
1am ostendimusPoenitentiam quoti- 
dianam? Non habeo, ubi melius 
ostendam, quam in oratione quo- 
tidiana, ubi Dominus orare nos 
docuit." . . . Dimitte nobis de^ 
bita nostra, Serm. ccclii. §. 7. 
vol. V. p. 954. " Est etiam Poeni- 
tentia bonorum et humilium fide- 
lium poene quotidiana, in qua pec- 
tora tundimus, dicentes Dimitte 
nobis, &c. Neque enim ea nobis 
dimitti volumus, quae dimissa non 
dubitamus in Baptismo; sed ilia 
utique quae humanse fragilitati, 
quamvis parva, tamen crebra sub- 
repunt; quae si coUecta contra 
nos fiierint, ita nos gravabunt et 
oppriment, sicut unum aliquod 
grande peccatum. Quid enim in- 
terest ad naufragium, utrum uno 
grandi fluctu navis operiatur et 
obruatur, an paulatim subrepens 
aqua in sentinam, et per neg- 
ligentiam derelicta atque contemp- 
ta, impleat navem, atque submer- 



gat? Propter hacjfjunia et cfcc- 
mosyn€B et orationes invigiUmt, 
(see below p. 66, and note %) in 
quibus cum dicimus Dimitte nobis 
debita nostra &c., manifestamus 
habere nos, quod nobis dimittatur, 
atque in iis verbis humiliantes ani- 
mas nostras quotidianam agere 
Poenitentiamnoncessamus." Aug. 
Ep. cclxv. §.7. vol. ii. p. 681. See 
the same topic beautifully diversi- 
fied by fm1;her illustrations, Aug. 
Serm. cclxxviii. §. 12. vol. v; p. 
787 ; also Serm. xvii. §. 5. ibid, 
p. 68. De Fid. et Op. §. 48. vol. 
vi. p. 141. De Symb. §. 15. ibid, 
p. 404. " Semel abluimur Baptis- 
mate, quotidie abluimur oratione." 
Enchir. de Rd. §. 19. vol. vi. p» 
163. (quoted by Marshall, p. 115.) 
And the extracts from St. Am- 
brose and Pacian, in Marshall, ib.; 
and from TertuUian, (De Pudicit. 
c. xix.) in p. 196 ; and in Hook- 
er, book vi. c. iv. § . 6. the quotation 
from Salvian, beginning, " Si levia 
sunt fortasse peccata, &c." Comp. 
Article xv. " But all we the rest, 
although baptized and bom again 
in Christ, yet offend in many 
things." And Bp. Taylor on 
Rep. chap. x. sect. vii. §. 53. 
vol. ix. p. 162. Bp. Pearson on 
the Creed, vol. i. p. 620. 
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,. 4B. when "^ he exhorts ub, Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as youT Father- which is in heaeen Js perfect. 

And so the church, following the example of her 
~Lord, and of his r apostles, provides that repentance 
in this latter acceptation should be as familiar to us 
as sin itself; that we should daily confess our mani- 
fold * situ and wickedness, ' not as apostates daily, 

i. ]. {God forbid !) but as conscious, day by day, that in 
many things ^ive offend all ; as praying, so often as we 



'"TiiattlieGospeUi 
of Repentance is evident in the 
whule denign and nature of the 
thing .... which doctrine of Re> 
pentance, lest it should be thought 
to be a permiHsion to sin, a leave 
to need the remedy, is charged 
irith an addition of a strict and 
■evere holiness, the precept of per- 
fection, It therefore must he such 
B Repentance as includes in it per- 
fection, and yet the perfection is 
Huch as needs Repentance." 6p. 
Taylor on Rep. chap. i. sect, iii. 
5. 40. vol. viii. p. 279. 

' " It ia heyond exception or 
doubt that it was the great work 
of the apostles and of the whole 
New Testament 10 engage men in 
a perpeluat Repentance." Bp. 
Taylor on Rep. ch. is. sect. ii. §. 
g. Works, vol. is. p. 185. 

' St. Paul, who, before his con- 
version, was blameless, ae a Jew, 
(Phil. iii. 6,) living in alt good con- 
tcience before Ood, (Acta xxiii. 1,) 
and realoas toward H im, (xxii. 3, ) 
yet Hpeaks of himself as the chief 
of ainnerg, (i Tim. i. 15.) Com- 
pare the repentance of Job, a man 



perfect and aprigki, i. i . See above 
p. 8. note *. In like manner it is 
well observed by the editor of the 
ImitatioChrieti, (Lond.Edit.'iSs?. 
p. viii.) in respect to his author : 
" Of his sins he speaks in the 
strongest terms ; but we must not 
understand his expressions in their 
strict sense ; they are the languafte 
of a soul, whom God r^sed to a 
view, not ordinarily given in this 
life, of His adorable perfections. 
Such a soul has an exquisite sense 
of the beauty, the wisdom, and the 
justice of the divine will; and con- 
sequently considers every devia- 
tion from it, though no greater 
than one of those failings into 
which the just man falls seven 
times a-day, as an act of heinous 
tebelliott." 

' " Sane cavendum eat ne quis- 
quam existimet infanda ilia crimi- 
na, qualia qui agunt, regnum Dei 
non possidebunt, quotidie per- 
petranda, &c. &c." St. Augustin, 
Enchir. de Fid. §. 19. vol. vL 
p- 163- 

^ wraloiMv. The apOBtk goes Oa 
to speak of offences in word, Comp. 
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are overtaken in a favlU ** to * be delivered from the oai. vi i. 
bands of those sins, which by our frailty we have 
committed ;" as sorrowing for evil thoughts, for idle 
words, for waste of talents, for lack of charity ; and 
as seeking to be cleansed from these, and not from 
these only, but, seeing none can tell how oft he of-v% rix. la. 
fendethy from our seorei faults. 

But there is yet a further, and that a most mo- 
mentous and fearful view of the doctrine of Repent- 
ance, upon which, you will observe, I have not yet 
touched. " The grant of Repentance," freely given, 
by the word of God, to minor and less inordinate of- 
fences, *Ms not to be denied" (as our Church^ teaches) 



Article xv. Bp. Taylor on Rep. 
c. viii. sect. vii. §.53. Works, vol. 
ix. p. 162. 

' Collect for the 24th Sunday 
after Trinity. — ^At the same time, 
from the composition and tone 
of many parts of our Church Ser- 
vices, it can hardly be doubted 
that " the Book of Common Prayer 
and Administration of the Sacra- 
ments" was drawn up in wise and 
charitable condescension to the cir- 
cumstances of om" church, (in re- 
spect of the vicious lives of a large 
proportion of her members, until 
some effective system of discipline 
should be introduced,) so as to fit 
every conscience, and to include 
alike the returning prodigal, and 
the faithful, who need no such Re- 
pentance. (See below p. 40. note', 
p. 41. note '. and Comp. Hooker, 
book vi. c. iv. §. 15.) In saying 
this, however, we must not omit to 



notice that the gracious words^ 
Come unto me all ye that labour, &e< 
(Matt. xi. 38,) are reserved for the 
comfort of the worthy communi-* 
cant. (For the right understanding 
of the text itself, which requires 
some caution, see Theophylact and 
Kuinoel in loc. and examine the 
scripture use of the words Kdnog, 
(jyopriov, Cvy6g.) It is well known 
that offence has been taken at the 
selection of the "Introductory Sen- 
tences " in the beginning of Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer, (of which 
three only out of eleven are taken 
from the New Testament); but 
this upon very different grounds, 
and out of a very different point 
of view from that in which we 
might here regard them. 

** See Article xvi) Homily on 
Salvation, p. 25, (Comp. Heylyn's 
Theol. Veter. p. 445, 6) ; on Re- 
pentance, pp. 481,3. 485,6,7, (ed. 
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to greater and more grievous sins. And, doubtless, 
it is possible to find passages in the New Testament 
■which extend the application of the word in question 
80 as to cover the commission even of deadly sin. 
Such, it may be, is the censure addressed, in Reve- 
16. lations, to the Church of Pergamos ^ ; and of St. Paul 
di. ' to many of the Corinthians who had before sinned, 
and who repented not upon the unckanness, and for- 
nication, and lasciviousness ivhich they committed. 



1833); the Collect in the Visita- 
tion of the Sick, begiimiiig', " O 
most merciful God," &c,; the Col- 
lect for Ash Wednesday. 

' And perhaps also to the Church 
ofThyatira; or at leaitt the etate- 
ment (Rev.ii. 21,22.) withreapect 
to certain corrupt teachers in that 
Church. Comp. Cyprian. Epist. 
Iv. p. 110. Ed. OxoD. 

' " nij nSKfV c\66vTa fie ravti- 
vaaji 6 BfDE nov irpos Vfiac, naX 
irirSijira jtdXXdvi tUv wpoTj/iaprrj- 
loiriBi', ml III) luTaiioijiravTav iwi 
TJj aKO&apuia, koX Tropvtla Koi dcf«A- 
■yfl^, n firpnfoj'," Where we should 
observe: (i) The use — a «njfc in- 
stance — of the preposition eVl (not 
dffi or <k) joined with funaiaia- 
(2) The tense of jrpoijfiaprjjKfimH', 
(Comp. Bom. iii. 15, and ibid. 
Grot.) and also of ewpa^im. (3) 
The proof of penitential disciphne, 
implied in the word ituSrjira, ('pu- 
nire cogar," Grot.; see Hammond 
on I Cor. V. j,) and also in tuwei- 
vaiTji' Comp. ibid. xiii. 2. ov <ftei- 
in>iHu. Since the above was writ- 
ten, I have met with the following 
passagee in St, Augustin : Agunt 



etiaro homines poenjtentlam, d post 
Baptismum ita peccaverint, nt ez- 
L, et postea reconcili- 
ut in omnibus 
Eccleaiia illi, qui proprie Pceni- 
tentes appeUantur. De tali enim 
Pcenitentia locutus est apostolus 
PauluB, ubi ait, &c. [2 Cor. ni. 
21); neque enim scribebat es nisi 
lis, qui jam baptiiati erant." Ep. 
ccclsv. §. 7. vol. ii. p. 681. "Dicit 
ctiani apostolus Faulua, qui utiqus 
fidehbua nuttebat epistolaa ^« 

iterum cum venero, &c Sed 

fac incertum ease, utram ignoscat 
Deus. Quidperdit, cum aupplicot 
Dm, qui salutem perdere non da- 
bitavit, cum offenderet Deum?. . 
And after comparing the troubles 
and dangers undergone in malting 
supplication to the emperor, the 
issue of which mus 
he proceeds, " Kt I 
sunt claves Ecclesiie, quam corda 
Regum; quibua clavibus quod- 
cunque in terra solvitur, etiam in 
coelo solutum promittitur." Serm, 
cccli. J. la. vol. V. p. 950. See 
also Db Fid. et Op. ^. 48. vol. ri. 
p. 140. 
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Such a scope, unquestionably, we claim for that gra- 
cious promise, conveyed to the Church and to her 
duly-called and apostolical ministers. Whose soever sins Johnxx. 23. 

.7 .7 7 -n 1 1 Matt, xviii. 

ye remit, they are remitted unto them. But whether fi^ 18. 
or no Repentance, when so extended, may not imply 2 Cor. a. 10. 
in every case the further notion of ecclesiastical^*^* 
penance, and so require a new and distinct, that is, 
^ a third division of the subject in general ; this, as 



> The passages, which refer most 
plainly to ecclesiastical discipline, 
are mentioned below, p. 28, note. 
Of the texts, in which it may still 
be implied, perhaps the strongest 
by which the absence of discipline 
may be defended, is James v. so. 
(But Comp. ibid. v. 16, and Ham- 
mond's note.) So greatly are 
we, in common with every other 
Church, which neglects discipline, 
indebted in this matter to that 
very epistle, the divine authority 
of which some modem divines 
would teach us to question or to 
despise I It is right, however, to 
add the notes of Grotius, which 
suggest a cautious reference to the 
preceding admonitions of the Apo- 
stle : " Si quis eum bonis monitis 
abducat ab injustitia, ab invidia, ab 
odio, a facilitate jurandi, et simili' 
bus, Recte autem, a morte eripi 
dicitur non tantum, qui primum ad 
Christianismum perducitiur, sed et 
qui a vita vitiosa ad vitam Chris- 
tianismo convenientemreducitur.'' 
Vide ezemplum i Cor. iii. 15. 
See also Jude 22, 23. 

'^ So St.Augustin, Serm. ccclii. 
§. 2. vol. V. p. 650. " Triplex con- 
sideratio agendas Poenitentise in 



Sancta Scriptura invenitur," (see 
above, p. 3. note S and p. 5. note \) 
"Tertia actio est Poenitentise, quae 
pro illis peccatis subeunda est, 
quae legis Decalogus continet; et 
de quibus apostolus ait, ** Quoniam 
qui talia agunt regnum Dei non 
possidebunt" (Gal. Y, 21,) Inhac 
ergo Penitentia majorem quisque 
in se severitatem debet exercere; ut 
a se ipso judicatus, non judicetur 
a Domino .... Atque ita, consti- 
tuto in corde judicio, adsit accu- 
satrix cogitatio, testis conscientia, 
carnifex timor. Inde quidam san- 
guis animi confitentis per lacry- 
mas profluat. Postremo ab ipsa 
mente talis sententia proferatiur, 
ut se indignum homo judicet 
participatione corporis et sangui- 
nis Domini: ut qui separari a 
regno coelorum timet per ultimam 
sententiam Summi Judicis, per 
ecclesiasHcam disciplinam a Sa- 
cramento coelestis panis interim 
separetur." (See this extract con- 
tinued in the Appendix, chap. ii. 
§. 29.) Ibid. p. 945. Serm. cccli. 
§.7. And see also below, p. 36. 
note ", and p. 63. note K " Ergo 
tribus modis dimittuntur peccata 
in Ecclesia; in baptismate, in era- 
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Qceni, so ib ^H 



it is a point of moat serious and awful concern, 
is not perhaps very easy to ' detennine. Surely, 
then, the question arises ; if it be, as it is indeed, 
a point 80 fearful and momentous, are we not doubly 
bound to treat it fearfully? Are we justified in 
teaching that which is so far doubtfully and '' scantly 
written — I speak advisedly, which is scantly written 
— as if it were emblazoned in the brightest and 
boldest characters, and to be read in every page? 
Are we justified in a lax and iDdiseriminate use, 
I will say no more of the word, but of the vital and 
all-important doctrines of Repentance ? And yet is 
there not reason to fear that such a use — rather, I 
should say, such a mistaken abuse and perversion of 
these doctrines, very generally prevails? It is a 
question, I think, which admits of more consider- 
ation than it generally receives, how far the state- 
ment of our 16th Article ("on Sin after Baptism") 
may be actually read in Holy Scripture, and how fax 
only it may be confirmed thereby ; — whether texts 
and illustrations are not frequently alleged in im- 
mediate support, or even as direct proof of it, which, 
strictly speaking, have little or no reference to a 
Christian congregation ; — and whether a dispropor- 
tionate prominence be not thus given to that single 



lure, to take any undue advan- 
tage of those who appeal to "the 
Bible and the Bible only." How 
the primitive Church did, in ef- 
fect, determine the question by 
its own practice, will appear in a 
subsequent part of tbia diecourse. 
* See Appendix, chap. i. 
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1 bnmilitate majore pceni- 
' Id. de Symb. §. i5. 
). 404. 
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Scripture itself: and this 1 ad- 
mit, that 1 may not appear i: 
part of the argument, which 
only of the teatimony of Scrip- 
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doctrine in the scheme of our redemption, which 
chimes in most agreeably with the frailties of our 
corrupt nature, to the disparagement of others — 
(who shall presume to say, less essential? — ) from 
which the weakness and corruption of man's heart 
no less naturally recoils. And, if this be so, 
surely, my brethren, it concerns us deeply. Surely 
it is no true service to the sacred cause in which 
we are engaged — but rather a pernicious and fatal 
injury — to use as Promoters of Christian Knowledge 
the language and the arguments, which we can 
rightly employ only as its Propagators; — to build 
upon no foundation of Repentance from dead works Heb. vi 
— o/* the doctrine of baptisms — and of laying on of 
hands; to borrow weapons from the armoury of 
prophets and apostles, and not withal to imitate 
the judgment and discretion with which they wield- 
ed them. What was it that elicited from the 
Apostle to the Hebrews that fearful passage, in 
which the grant of Repentance is pronounced m- 
possible ; but the contemplation of this very state 
of things, of which I speak — that when for the 
time we ought to be going on unto perfection our- 
selves, and teaching others the same, we have need 
too often that one teach its again which be the first ueh. 
principles of the oracles of God? It is not enough 
that we zealously promote and propagate, unless we 
also rightly divide the word of truth. For instance, 2Tim.ii. 15 
as regards the subject of which I speak, surely we 
should consider, that the examples and precepts of 
.the Old Testament, and even of the Gospels in 



V. 12. 
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the New, are not always applicable to us in the 
same measure and degree as to those, whom they 
directly concerned, and for whose edification and 
comfort they were more immediately designed. The 
' case of David, or even of St. Peter, who sinned, 
once and again, under the covenant of circumcision, 



' I ton speaking here only of 
the ftiU and strict application of 
these cases in the way of direct 
proof, and irrespective of such 
limitations as are pointed out in 
the sequel, pp. i8 — ao. (See Ap- 
pendix, chap. 1.) Of course, as 
illustrating the merciful dealings 
of the Almighty with his crea- 
lures, or in the way of cumu- 
lative evidence, they are of most 
blessed account and value to ua, 
and may rightly and thankfully be 
adduced: and so (I am well aware) 
they are quoted, more than once, 
in the Book of Homilies ; and by 
the beat theological writers.ancient 
and modem, (see e.g. St. Clement, 
I Cor. ™.viii. and Barrow's Ser- 
mon xlviii. ' Oa the danger of de- 
laying Repentance,' Works, vol. iii. 
p. ii6.) — though by the former, ge- 
nerally speaking, much more cau- 
tiously : for instance, St. Ireoieus, 
(lib. iv. cap.Kivii. §. a.) reporting 
what be says, ' audivi a quodam 
Preshytero, qui audierat ab bis, 
qui Apoetolos viderant, et ab bis 
didicerant,' writes thus of David, 
and other saints, who sinned 
grievously under the law; "Quem- 
admodum illi non imputabant 
nobis incontinentias nostras, quas 
operati suinus, priusquam Chri- 
stus in nobis manifestaretur ; sic 



et nos uou est justum imputars 
ante adventom Chriati his, qui 
peccaverunt . . . Et dlis quidem cu- 
ratio et remissio peccatorum mora 
Domini fuit: propter eoa vero qui 
nunc peccant Cbristus non jam 
morietur, jam enim mors non do- 
minabitur ejus ; sed uenist Filiiu 
in gloria Patris, arguiren* ai ac- 
loribus rt dispensaloribus luts pe- 
cuniaia quaia iis credidit, cum 
iisaris ; et quibua plarimitm dedil, 
plurimum ab iis ariget. Noa de- 
bemue ergo, inquit ille senior, eu- 
perbi esse, neque reprehendere 
veteres; sed ipsi timerf, tie forte 
post agmtianem Chritti ageiites ali- 
quid quod non placeat Deo, remia- 
sioitem ultra non luAeamiu peeca- 
tarura, sed excludamur a regno 
ejus. Et ideo Patdum dimse 
Si enim naturalibun ramis. Sec. 
(Rom. xi. 21.) And a^^sin, ibid. 
§.4. " Quemadmodum iii (under 
the law) injusti, et idololatnc, et 
fornicatores vitam perdiderunt j 
sic et hie; et Domino quidem 
prsedicante in ignem ajlemum 
mittt tales, et Apostolo dicentej 
An i^noratis, &c. (i Cor.,vi. 9.) 
Et quoniam non ad eos, qui extra 
sunt, hoc dicit, sed ad nos, ne 
projiciamur extra, tale ahquid 
operanles, intulit: Et A«cytitrfnn 
faistis: sed abluti esfu, sed sane- 
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cannot, I imagine, be (strictly speaking,) our case, 
Mwe transgress, once and again, the covenant of bap- 
tism — ^how much less of those who, with the name 
and profession and privileges of Christians, live on 
day after day and year after year, in the habitual 
commission of known, deliberate, deadly sin ! The 
invitations of the prophets — (of Jonas to the Gentile 
Ninevites, or of Joel to the Jews) — ^indicative as 
they are of the goodness, and forbearance, and long- 
suffering of the Almighty, and as such wisely chosen 
by our Church to form part of her most solemn 
™ penitential service, still, it should seem, as addressed 



tificaH estis in nomine Domini 
Jesu Christi, et in Spiritu Dei 
nostri," (ibid, ii.) And St. Chry- 
sostom, (De Poenit. Horn. v. §.2. 
vol. i. p. 309.) though he adduces 
the repentance of St. Peter, in a 
very direct manner, as proof, at 
least, against despair under the 
inost grievous sins, yet applies it 
thus : fi?) Toiwv firj^ avrbs rols 
dfjLafynffxaa-i Karairifrris (animum 
despondeas) rh yhp xcLkfTroarcpov 
T^f dfiapTias t6 fieveiv ip rj c^ap" 
rtq., Kal rh dtivSrcpop rov TrronfAaTos 
rd Kelardai €V r^ Trreo/xari. And 
then he goes on to quote St. Paul, 
2 Cor. xii. 21. See also ibid. De 
Poenit. Horn. iv. §. i. p. 302. 
Comp. Const. Apost. lib. ii. cap. 
zviii. Aih TovTO Koi 7rpoyfy€i/i;/ic- 
pap 8iKaia>p re koL narptap^&p ol 
fiioi Koi at apatTTpf^c^ aptypa^ri' 
trap' ovx wa tKclpovs 6p€ibl(oi>fA€p 
dpayipaxTKOPTCs, aXX* ipa rifitls fic- 
rapoSifi€P, Koi tvfkiribfs ytpCayitQa 
a>ff d<f>far€(og T€v^fi€Poi. And ibid. 



cap. xxii. — On the comparative 
value of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, see St. Ignatius, Ep. Phi- 
ladelph. §. ix. — ^The same obser- 
vations will also apply to what 
follows in the text with respect to 
quotations from the Old Testa- 
ment. And here again, (see p. 11. 
note *^,) if I thus put some limita- 
tion upon the application of the 
older Scriptures, the fact of my 
doing so will hardly be objected to, 
at all events, by those, who, with 
very different views, are apt to 
magnify the Gospel in opposition 
to the Law and the Prophets, 
rather than as the fulfilment of 
them. 

°» On Ash- Wednesday. For the 
epistle Joel ii. 12. See also the 
Exhortations and Prayers in the 
Commination Office ; which are 
made up, in great measure, of 
passages taken from the Old Tes- 
tament. 
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to ourselves, are at least liable to the abatement ira- 

lii. plied in tbe "words of Christ himself: Tfiat servant 

which knew his Lord's mlly and prepared not himself, 

neither did according to his iviU, shall be beaten with 

man^ stripes. — For unto whomsoever much is given, 

of him shaM much be required ; and to whom men have 

committed much, of him they will ask tlte more'' Or 

is it that we Christians bave no advantage? that no 

i-nii. better thing is provided for usf That nothing is 

iii. 6. given, nothing committed unto us, which David, which 

even "St. Peter at the time of his fall did not enjoy? 



n And also, less directly, in 
Matth. liii. 12. Mark iv. ag. 
Luke riii. i8. six. 26. Nor can 
we omit to nodK, as bearing aw- 
fully upon the same point ; Who- 
toeeer shall speak a iPDrrf against 
the Sim of Man, it shall be for- 
given kiia : but unio him that blas- 
phemeth apainsi the Holy Ghost, it 
thaU not be forgiven. Lukexii. 10. 
Upon which St, Augustin argues 
that the Jews, who said that Jesus 
had an tmctean spirit (Mark iii. 
30.) were capable of forgiveness, 
asnot being yet Christians ; " Vi- 
deri potest ad hoc eos monuisse, 
nt accedant ad gratiatn, et poat 
acceptam gratiam non ita (WCCent, 
ut nunc peccaverunt, Nunc enim 
is Fihum hominis dixenint verbum 
nequam, et potest lis dimitti, gi 
conversi fuerint, et ei crediderint, 
et Spiritura Sanctum acceperint : 
quo acceplo si fratemilati invi- 
derr, etgraliam, qaom aceeperant, 
ojtpagnare voluerint, non iis di- 
i, neque in hoc steculo, neque 



lih.i. 5.75. vol. iii. part.11, p. 143. 
" For one advantage of St. 
Peter, before his fall, 
penitent king, see Matth. xiii. 16, 
17. Luke X. 33, 34. And compare 
Luke vii. 28. Oar still fiirther 
advantage over the penitent apo- 
stle (not to build on John xi. 39.) 
may be seen in this: The dif- 
ferent coadttct of all the apostles 
before and after the day of Pente- 
cost J or rather, perhaps, I should 
say, after the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, in Johnxx.ja. TiUthm, 
there were many things which even 
in the comiounication of the 
blessed sacrament of their Lord's 
body and blood — in breakvtg of 
bread (Luke xxiv. 35) — theywere 
not yet able to bear (John xvi. I3.) 
— truth into which they had need 
to be guided — temptations, which 
they had not power to resist. 
(Comp. John sdii. 36.) Not only 
did St. Peter deny his Master, and 
the rest all forsake him and fly; 
but even at the holy table, imme- 



1 fiitaro." De Serm. in Mont, diately after their first c 
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That we have no Pfiiller knowledge; no more saving iJohniUo. 
Qnd eonfirming poiver; no more perfect and abiding Acts i. 8. 
truth ? Where then is the promise of the Father — john xW. ' 
made not to the apostles only, but (as St. Peter Acis. i. 4. 
himself declared) to all — to all that are afar off^ even^'^X 13. 
to as many as the Lord our God shall call? Where j^i";^|^ 
is our SpirU of Life^ our first ^fruits of the^^^^^^ 



nion, there was also a strtfe 
amongst them, which qf them should 
be accounted the greatest (Luke 
xzii. 24). — Howbeit when He, the 
Spirit qf truth, is come, He will 
guide you into all truth (John xvi. 
13.) — For hitherto they were but 
as fools and slow qf heart to be^ 
lieve, (Luke zxiv. 25.) knowing 
only the baptism of John (Acts 
zviii. 35. Johnxiii. 10.) — ^And,for 
resistance against all temptations. 
Ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you, 
(Acts i. 8.) — That power we know 
was sufficient for them; (Comp. 
John xiii. 36.) That ftap/t^m being 
received, we read of no second 
fell ; nor indeed any approach to 
more grievous sin — as regards 
St. Peter — except that on one oc- 
casion he was to be blamed for dis- 
simulation. Gal. ii. II. 13. Since 
the above note was written, I have 
been glad to find the view it con- 
tains, in great measure, confirmed 
by St. Augustin : *' Quod autem 
Petrus dicitur egisse poenitentiam, 
cavendum est ne ita putetur egisse 
quomodo agunt in Ecclesia, qui 

proprie poenitentes vocantur 

Nondum enim fuerant (Apostoli) 
resurrectione Domini confirmati. 



et illo adventu Spiritus Sancti, qui 
apparuit die Pentecostes ; vel ilia 
inspiratione quam demonstravit 
Dominus postea quam resurrexit 
a mortuis, cum insufflavit in eorum 
faciem, dicens, Accipite Spiritum 
Sanctum, (John xx. 32.) unde 
rectedici potest, quia, cum Petrus 
negavitDominum, nondum fuerant 
apostoli baptizati, non tamen aqua, 
sed Spiritu Sancto." Epist. cdxv. 
§.2, 3. vol. ii. p. 678. 

P ApoUos, (although a Jew, 
and mighty in the Scriptures and 
fervent in the Spirit,) until he had 
been instructed in the way of God 
more perfectly by Aquila and 
Priscilla, seems to have been one 
of those, or in much the same 
condition with them, who had 
not even heard whether there be 
any Holy Ghost, See Acts xviii. 
24-26. xix. 1-3. — Compare Ezek. 
xi. 19, xxxvi. 25c 26. 

4 I am aware that the words 
dirapx^ Tov Jlv€VfjLaT09, in Romans 
viii. 23, may admit of several in- 
terpretations ; but it seems simple 
and unexceptionable to understand 
them, as Grotius does, ''de iis 
qui alios tempore antecedunt;'' 
which of course implies at the 
same time the exclusion of aU 

C 2 
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Honi. riiL Spirit in Christ Jesus f To what purpose did the 
Eph. iv. 8. Son ascend up on high, and lead captivity captive, 
Ps. Uviii. ^^j^ receive gifts for men, unless it be *■ thai the 
Scuir^n I**^^ (^^^ might diuell among them; or, if that pur- 
mvLs.pose be withstood, to reprove the world o/" aggravated 
sin? 

My brethren, let me not be understood for a 
moment to doubt the efficacy of sincere repejitance 



preceding. Comp. Eph.iv. 7-13. 
The form of words used exclu- 
sivelj in Chrisdiin baptisro would 
aeem to iroply all tliat 1 am here 
contending for. See aleo Bishop 
Taylor on Bep. chap. i. sect, iii. 
5. 56. voLviii. p. a88. Dr. Hey, 
vol. iii. p. 461, note, remarks : " It 
has been thought that we might 
with propriety aay of David and 
Solomon, though under the old 
law, that they had received the 
Holy Spirit." Doubtless ; hut had 
they received it in the same mea- 
sure and degree aa ChristianB } 
See John vii. 39. Thii Jesas spake 
of the Spirit, teMch they that be- 
lieve OB Him skoald receive. (?/uX- 
Xof Xofidavni') For the Holy Ghost 
mas not yel given (qCixia yap ^v 
IIii(iJ(io 'A-yioif) because that Jesas 
ivas 7id( yet glorified. Consult 
Biahop Warburton's Div, Legal, 
book ii. c. 4. " To manifest to ub 
with what more abundant measure 
this wd" (of God's Holy Spirit, 
in working out our own solva- 
lioa) " is dispensed under the 
Gospel, our blessed Redeemer 
hath minutely explained all that 
relates to the Person, and to the 
operations of the Divine Dispenser, 



called the Holy Spirit." Supplem. 
vol. p. J25, octavo edit. And so of 
sin against the Holy Ghost, there 
are many measures and degrees. 
See Acts vii. 51. — Compare Bp. 
Taylor ou Rep. chap. is. sect. v. 

5. 47. voLg.p. 3og. 

' They who desire further satis- 
faction on this point may examine 
and compare the following texts : 
Acts V. 33. X. 45. xi. 17. Gal. iiL 
3, 3. 14. iv. 6. V. 5. 16. as- > Thes. 
iv. 8. 3 ITies. ii. 13. T^t. iii. 5. 
iCor. ii. 12-16. iii. 16. vi. 11. 19. 
2 Cor. i. 21. iii. 18. v. 5. xi. 4. 
Bam. V.5. vii. 4. viii. 13, 14. 23. 
iiv.17. XV. 13. 16. Eph.i. 13. u. 
iS.aa. iii. 16. iv.3. 7-13. 30. Phil, 
i. ig. ii. 1. CoLi. 8. Heb. V. 4. 
X. 15. 39. xii. 38. 3 IW. i. 7. 14. 
I Pet. i. 2. 13. 33. iv. 6. Jude 19, 
ao. tJohnii. 30.37. iii.34-iv. 13- 
The " dtTHTiVtrt" (Acta vii. 51.) 
of the Jews, who doubtless hod 
their portion of the Spirit, is very 
different from the ir^ivmrt (iThes. 
V. 19.) and orafanrupdy (a Tim. i. 

6. compare i Tim. iv. 14.) of 
Christians : one, strictly, extrin- 
sical i the other, essentially, in- 
triasicol and incorporate. Com- 
pare (of Saul) Acts ix. 17, 18. 
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(so ■to call it), in the case even ^of the most, 
grievous and presumptuous sins. To doubt of this 
would be to deny God's presence in his Church, 
which has so plainly " asserted it ; to question * the 



B Epiphanius (Adv. Hser. lis. §. 
I.) declines to call it by the same 
name^ even where he is arguing 
against the Cathari (see note ^) : 
Ka\ 17 fi€p TfXela fierdvoia iv \ov 
Tp^ Tvyxdpci* €l be ris napeirtarep, 
ovK drr^Kkei tovtov ^ dyia tov Qeov 
^EKKkqarla' didoMri yhp lijp end' 
vodov, KoX fitra n^v ixerdvoicof, i^v 
furayiiXeiav^ And> in like man- 
ner^ St. Clement of Alexandria, 
Strom, lib. ii. c. xiii. p. 460, bdiai^ 
iris Toiwv fxerattolas, ov furdvoui, t6 
iroWdKis alTelardcu avyyvrnfirfv, c<^' 
ois irXi^fi/ifXoOfici' froXKuKis, Com- 
pare the following : " £t dixi illi : 
Etiam nimc, Domine, audivi a qui- 
busdam doctoribus quod alia poeni- 
tentia non est, nisi ilia, quum in 
aquam descendimus, et accipimus 
remissionem peccatorum nostro- 
rum ulterius non peccare, sed in 
castitate permanere. Et ait mihi : 
Recte audisti . . . Qui enim jam 
crediderunt, aut qui credituri sunt, 
pcBtiitentiam peccatorum non ha- 
bent, sed remissionem,'^ Herm. 
Past. lib. ii. Mandat. iv. §. 3. 

t See Bp. Taylor on Rep. ch. ix. 
sect. 1, 3. Works, vol. ix. p. 180-7, 

^ It does not, perhaps, amoimt 
to heresy to deny the doctrine of 
Repentance, apart from the Dw- 
cipline. See Bp. Pearson on the 
Creed, vol. i . p. 62 1 . To deny the 
power of the Church to ' grant re- 
pentance' is heresy — the heresy of 
Montanus, and of the Cathari, 



(or Novatians) in ancient, and of 
the Anabaptists in more modern 
times. But this is a very different 
thing. And it was this latter^ 
against which the Church guarded 
herself, when she added '* the for- 
giveness of sins" as an article of 
her creed, in opposition, as there 
is good reason to suppose, to the 
growth of the Novatian doctrines. 
For this article does not appear 
till the time of St. Cyprian, not 
being found in any of the earlier 
creeds — of Irenaeus, Tertullian, or 
Origen. See King on the Creed, 
PP- 341. 358. 362. 365. We must 
not omit, however, to observe that 
the corresponding article in the 
Nicene Creed is *' One baptism 
for the remission of sins ;" and in 
the Creed of St. Cjrril of Jerusa- 
lem : " I beheve in one Baptism of 
Repentance for the remission of 
sins." See Rom. iii. 25. and 
Grotius' note, and compare 2 Cor. 
xii. 21, xiii. 2. 

X See Matth. xviii. 22-35. v. 45. 
2 Cor. i. 3. Ps. cxlv. 8, 9. IL i. 
Ixxxvi. 5. 15. cxxx. 7. Ezek. xxxiii. 
II. Heb. viii. 12. 2 Cor. i. 3. v. 19. 
Eph. ii. 4, 5. Mark xi. 25. James v. 
II. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Joel ii. 12, 
13. et alib. and generally, as ap- 
pears (i) in His dealings with 
the Jews; and (2) in the fiill 
forgiveness of baptism. Col. ii. 13. 
iii. 13. where mark ' forgave' in 
the past tense, ixaplararo. 
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loag-eoSBiiag of oar HeaTenlj Father ; to disparage 
J the merits, and to &Istfy * the verj name of Jesas 
oar Saviour; to derogate from the commission and 
authority (^ the Chmtian ministry ; to plunge a large 

. portion of Christian men (be it spoken to onr shame) 
into the lowest depths of despondency, from which 
they may be rescued by this blessed truth ; and thus 

,. to give great adcantage to Satan, by driving sinners 
either to apostasy, or to despair. I say not that the 
t^timony of Scripture is insufficient. It k sitfficient 
— eufBcient clearly to prove all that our Church has 
taught 08 ; " sufficient wholly to quell the fears of 



y S«e I John iLa.iiL 5. 16. ir. 
10. 14. i Pet. ii. 34. iii. iS. Col. i. 
14, Gal. iii. 13. Bev. iii. io. v. q. 
John L 2g. I Cor. v. 7. rr. 22. 
Rom.r. 10. i8. viiLsi. Heb. ii-17. 
ir. a6. Epb. ii. 16. 18. T.a. Col. i. 
so, Ji. ii. 14- John iii. 16. Ti. 37. 
Halt. li. 38. (see above, p. 11, 
mW.) Bom.iii. 25. (but qu^re 
/en- Ikt raniuion of tint Ikat are 
patl, iTpoyryav6Tai' d^iopnjfiarup. 
See Pol. Sjmops.in loc. and com- 
pare above, p. u, note '.) — I have 
cited theHe texts, and tboee re- 
corded in the preceding note, that 
no one may imagine I could poa- 
■ihly have imerhoked them. Com' 
pare Bishop Taylor on Rep. ch. ii. 
tect. ii. 4.3. vol. riii, p. 317. (who 
explains fiatniaiia fuTai<aiac"Bap- 
tiam unto repentance"); also §.i. 
ibid, p, 315, and Hey, vol. iii. p. 

476, on " Bddku lisraimutv" 

' See Bp, Pearaon OB the Creed, 

UK. vol. I. p. 619. 

» St. AugiiBtin ; " Sed ooquc 



de ipsis criminibna, qnamlibet 
magnia, remittendis in sancta £c- 
desia, Dei deeperanda est miMai- 
cordia agentibus pcenitentiam ae- 
cundum modnm sui cujuEqiie 
peccatL" In which caae, after 
admitting, " noa tam con^de- 
randa eat mensura ttnuporis quam 
doloris," still, be adda, " recte 
coDstitunntur ah iia, qni Ecclesice 
pnesunt, teropora Ptenitenti^ ut 
fiat satia etiam Eccle^s, in qua 
remiltuntur ipsa peccata : extra 
earn quippe noD remittuutur." 
Enchir. de Fid. &c. §. 17. vol. vi. 
p. 161. eeq. " la quibuiicuiique 
peccatia non perdit viacera ana 
pia mater Eccleaia. . . . Ne deepe- 
rando augeamUB peccata datus est 
pffinitentix portue : rursuH ne 
sperando augeamua, datua est 
dies mortis incerlus," Id. Senn. 
cccHi. §. 9, vol, V. p. 956. " PiB- 
nitentiK quorumcunque crimi- 
num in Eccleaia locua in Ecclesia 
Don negatur Uuia enim eat 
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every true penitent ; of every one, however heretofore 
wilfiil and abandoned, who submits to the course 
which itself pi-escribee for the recovery of grievous 
and deliberate aius. But this I say ; if we would 
continue stedfastly in the Apostles^ doctrine and fel- At 
lotpship, it is plainly our duty, not only to teach, 
so far as we may, as Apostles taught ; but also to 
hold truly and effectually what Apostles held. 

And, Jirst, as to the foimer ; looking with full 
and unbiassed attention to the teaching of the Apo- 
stles, after the descent of the Holy Ghost, we can- 
not fail to observe how unwilling ^ they arc to 
contemplate the casein of any, professiug the belief 
of Christ, who should require to be renewed again 
from a course of wilful and abandoned sin ; how 
little they conceived the occurrence of what, alas ! 






Id. 



e ulla Bpe 






%. 7- ibid. p. 271. 

* " Et quidera ean 
fiiia (refening to t 
practice of Hennas 
spect) cernere est non raro usur- 
patam ab antiquis. Nam licet 
paSBim Pcenitenliam celebrent, nli- 
quibuB tamen in lociB 
dentuT aentire, aut dubitare, vel 
$altem ejus illibenler fa\ 
tionem." Coteler. ad Henn. Fast, 
vol. i. p, 89, Comp. below, p. 35 

•= The strongeat instance of re 
buke is, perhaps, James iv. 1 — 10 
(where however the expreBBion, 
r. 4, is to be understood, * seneu 
liguralo.' See GrotiiiB and Ham- 



mond in loc), and of dehortation 
from BiQ, (which may be consi- 
dered, in some measure, as testi- 
niony to the grant, at least, of 
Repentance,) Rom. xiii. 13, 14. 
I Pet. iv. IS. Eph. iv. a8. Acta 
xi. JO. 29. Col. iii. 5—9. But, 
with regard to these passages, 
(few as they are. Dud addressed, 
for the most part, to Gentile con- 
verta,) ace the obaervationa be- 
low, p. 19. On the other hand 
should be considered the many 
passages of high and general 
commendation; e. g. Rom. i. 8. 
XV. 14. ivi. 19. I Cor. i. 4, 5. 
xi. 2. 3 Cor. rii. ig. viii. 7. ix, 3. 
Phil. i. s. Col. i. 3. I Thess. i. 3. 
iii. 6. 3 ThesB. i. 3. iii. 4. I Pet. 
i. 31. 3 Pet. iu. I. 
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as wo too often witness, bo we suffer ourselves far 
too lightly to regard, and to speak of, almost as a 
tiling of course ; baptized and confirmed Christiasfl 
living on from day to day, and from year to year, 
, iu heartless forgetfuliiess of Him, who bought them 
with a price, and in wilful, continued, prepense re- 
sistance to the blessed Spirit, without whose gra- 
. cious aid, and constant indwelling in our heaits, our 
iii. profession of membership in the Christian covenant 
g. is an idle form, and our performance of the terms, 
'"upon which alone that membership depends, an 
ntter impossibility. Read through the Apostolical 
Epistles, from the beginning to the end, and how 
little will you find to warrant the presumption of 
security, in which multitudes of nominal Chris- 
tians indulge, who deliberately cherish the thought 
of tearing off, as it were, from their foreheads the 
seal ^ of their bajitismal vow, at least for a season, 
and of replacing it again by some subsequent act ; 
— which, whatever they may please to call it, I can 
hardly " admit to be an act of Scriptural Repent- 
ance. In a case like this, we ' shall look in vain 



I Cor. 



Comp. St. Qement of Borne, 
quoted below, p. 



"^ I say this, because 1 dare not 
ciplain away or preach in the teeth 
of the apostle to the Hebrews, who 
appears plain!}' to intimate that 
teller thijtga than these must ac- 
comjiaay sahatton. Heb. vi. 9. 

'The reader may compare with 
this the following remark of Bp. 



J. B. Sumner, in his "ApoBtolical 
Preaching," ch. vi. p. 343 : "I con- 
fesa, I cannot dwcover in St. Paul 
the vestige of eui encouragement 
to a death-bed Repentance." In 
the same work, since this S«nnon 
was written, 1 have been glad to 
meet with a choice and application 
of passages from the epiatlea very 
similar to that which I had made 
in the following pages. 
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for one single assurance of mercy and forgiveness 
to set off against tbe solemn and repeated warn- 
ings with which the writings of St. Paul and of his 
fellow-penmen of the inspired epistles every where 
abound. As it was for ^ obedience to lite faith they Rom. i, 5. 
had received grace and aposUeship^ so they unceaa- coi i. is. 
ingly exhort, warning every man^ and teaching every ^ "'^ * 
man^ that they may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesm. And as many as walk according to GaL vi 16. 
^ this rule, peace be on them^ and mercy y and upon the 
Israel of God. But, on the other hand, if they con- 
template for a moment the idea of a course of sin co- 
existing with the profession of Christianity, it is not 
* to hold out the prospect of Repentance, or ^ to re- 
peat, again and again, the tender of reconciliation, 



»In other words, for the ac^ 
knowledffinff of the truth that is 
after godliness, {kot cvcrc/Sctaj;), 
Titus i. I. 

^ The rule and design of the 
gospel (a new creature, Gal. vi. 15. 
Col. iii. 10. 2 Cor. v. 17. perfect 
in Christ Jesus, 2 Cor. vii. i. 2 
Tim. iii. 17. Col.iv. 12. Rom.viii. 
4. James i. 4. Heb. vi. i. xiii. 21. 

1 Pet. V. 10.) are most fully and 
clearly stated in Titus ii. 11 — 15. 
Luke i. 74, 75. Heb. viii. 10—12. 
ix. 14. X. 15 — 18. I John iii. 1—3. 
6 — 10. I Pet. iv. 6. 17. Rev. xiv. 
6, 7. Acts xiv. 15, 16. Gal. i. 4. 

2 Pet. i. 3 — 1 1 . Christians called to 
be saints, {dyioi), Rom. i. 7. et alib. 
and so called passim..— ^^cf. . . . 
unto obedience, 1 Pet. i. 2. 15, 16. 
2 Cor. V. 15. I Tim. i. 5 — 11. 
I Pet. ii. 24. Eph. i. 4—10. ii. 



4 — 10. 22. iii. I — 24. Col. i. 10— 
14. 21 — 23. See also Ps. ii. 7 — 12. 
cxxx. 4. I forbear to cite the testi- 
mony of the Prophets, as desiring 
to confine myself to texts that 
admit but of one, and that a very 
plain interpretation. Comp. below 
p. 31. note*. 

'This may be observed more 
particularly in several of the later 
epistles: e.g. i Tim. v. 12. 15. 
vi. 3 — 5. 21. 2 Tim. iii. i — ^5. 13. 
2 Pet. i. 9. ii. 20—22. Jam. i. 15. 
Jude 4. See also Col. iii. 7. 25. 
Eph.v.6. quoted below, p. 27. note; 
and the passages in the text. 

^ See, in addition to the texts 
referred to in the preceding note. 
Matt. X. 14. xii. 45. Luke x. 12. 
compared with Acts xiii. 46. 51. 
xviii. 6. xix. 9. Comp. Marshall, 
Pen. Disc. Append, p. 93, note. 
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■^.a^ain is repeated. God f mii d ! Ajmmp jpe itol that to 
wkmm fft yidi jfomnelm sewtmmif io oftgr, kis servants 
ye are to wkcm ye aky, wefkeiker rfsim maio deaths or 
cf dfediemot tmto lififcoaiiii, [Idaik eqiecially 
liow Sc Pud m addieasiB^ his Roman Gonyerts, 
wfaoe die min ofajjeet of his E^astle, is to enforce 
die doctrine ei/mstiUcaticm iyfinA only, and to exalt 
to the ntmost tke yhriams iiierly of the Gospel — 
mark, I say, eren th«e, with what canticm and re- 
senre at eyeiy turn, he guards and qualifies those 

^ SediioBtgiPacoininittrre,pto 
qmbas necfaac est, ut a Ouiflli 
eorpore ae paninini : quod abota 
tMbI" St. August, dc Symb. 
4. 15. ToL vL p. 404- See also 
8t.IieDaras, qiioled aboitj p. 16. 

DOte^. 
^ If aiiy.Teq[inie to be convinced 

that the rejniesentation I bave 
made above is a fair mdmctkm 
from the preacbing of the apostles, 
let bbn consult the fonowmg pas- 
sages: AcU iL 22, 23. X. 36. 43 
43. xviL 30,31. GaLid.7. 2Thess. 
i. 8, 9. n. 8— 12. I Cor. iiL 17. 
IT. 5. 2 Cor. V. TO— 19. Rom. L 
18. 32. iL 2. xiv. 12. Acts xxhr. 
9|« ioBOSS iL 13. lY. 4. Heb. vL 
a. z. a6— 31* xL 6. xiL 28, 29. 

' L 47* iv. 5* 17. 2 Pet iL 4. 

M* St. iiL 7* Jude 14, 15. 



BcT. to te seren diurdies pasdm. 
zL 18. zrr. 6, 7. iO|» 11. zix. 15. 
zx. 13 — 15. xxL 8. 37. zxu. II — 
15. Compare Matlh. tiL 31 — ^33. 
znL 41 — 3. xrm. 7. xxuL 33. 
zxiv. 30—51, and parallel places. 
See bdoir p.3o.note^— . Oba. 
that the abore icfierenoes to the 
Epistles are made in chronological 
order (acconfing to Townsend's 
arrangement). And the same ia 
the case in other notes (as at 
P* 3o. 33, &c.) wherever it seemed 
of the least importance to the ar- 
gument; and here and at p. 33. it 
is of the greatest. It is necessary 
to mention this because, moreover, 
the texts dted last m order will 
often contain the most conclusive 
evidence to the point in queetion. 
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sacred trutha. If he maintams th(a-e is now no con-'^'^-'^ 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, it is to 
those only ivho walk not after the Jiesh, but afier the 
Spirit. If he concludes a man is justified by faith Rom. iii. 
wit/wttt the deeds of the law, the conclusion serves to 
no other end but to estailish the law by the very Rom, in. 
liberty that might seem to exempt us from it. If ^ ' 
when the iaw was weak through the fiesh, God sentBom-viii., 
forth his Son, it was in order (as he sbews) that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in as, who 
are strong, not only in assurance of pardon, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, but "in that 
more especially wherein the law was weak, the spi- 
ritual gifts, which were part of the purchase of that 
redemption. If we be called, if we he foreknown, ifRom. yiii. 
we be predestinate, according to God's purpose, it is 
that we may be conformed to the image of his blessed ^"^■'^"■ 
Son. — If we be dead with Christ, then indeed wenaai.vi.i 
believe that we shall also live ivith Him. Mark, 
again, how the same apostle, still with the same 
objects in view, in his Epistle to the Galatians, 
asserts indeed that we are justified by faith — bycai.!]. i( 
faith only; but ends, nevertheless, by stigmatizing 
one by one the works of the flesh — of the which /^ai. v. u 
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, 
t/iat they which do such things shaU not inherit tlte 
kingdom of God. — Be not deceived (as if "anticipating OaL vi. 7, 



n See Bishop Taylor oq Rep. 
chap. i. sect, ii. §. 15 and §, 33. 
iu. p. 265. 375. 



deceive you with vain words .- for 
because of Ihese Ihinffs cometh the 
wrath of God uptm the children qf 



o also Eph. V. 6. hel no nun diaobedieHce. And 1 John iii 



I Joliai 



the corruption which should force and defile these 
doctrines, not only in His own time, but still more 
in these latter ages of the Church) — Be not deceived: 
God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, titat 
shall he aho reap. And again twice in another 

■ gepistle — Be not deceived: neither fornicators,.. .nor 
adulterers,... nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners shall inherit the king- 
dom of heaven. — Do you say, — that is, unless they 
repent f — wc do not find it so written. We do not 
find, either here p or elsewhere, the great apostle 
allowing himself in those terms of reservation of 
God's judgments, and of tenderness for sinners, 
without which, according to the wisdom of this 

■■''■ our day, the Gospel is not preached. Be not de- 
ceived — awake to rightconsness and xin not. And so 
no less the beloved disciple — He whose theme is 

.4. love — who writes these things unto you that your jo^ 

■8. may he full. The same who ^saith. If we say thai 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, saith again, 

'■9- ■■ Whosoever is born of God, doth not commit sin ; for 



p There ia, I believe, no eieep- 
tionto this Btfttement. See above, 
p. 25. note '. The nearest ap- 
proaches to an exception to be 
fouod in all the epiatles, are, per- 
haps, Heb. vi. 3. (J. James iv. 8. 

1 See St. Augustin, Serm.cccli. 
§. 6. vol. V. p. 945. " Utrumque 
veriasime scriptum est, et 5111 
Boftu eat ear Deo, von peccat, et 
quod in eadem Johannis epistola 
lepmuB Si dicfrimas, SfC, lUud 
enim ex primitiis novi hominia ; 



hoc ex reliquiifi veteria dictum I 
est," And he explains the latter ' 
text distinctly as relating only to , 
daily sins of Infirmity. I 

'And again; IVhosoever abidelh , 
m Mm, sivneth not : tckogoeeer sin- \ 
neih hath not seen him neither \ 
hioam him. 1 John iii. 6. JVe 
know thai iBhosaeeer is bam of 
God, sinnetk not ; but he that it 
begotten <if God keepeth himself: 
and thai wicked one toueketk him 
not. Ibid. V. 18. Whosoever tra 
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his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin^ be- 
cause he is born of God, He who writes, If any i John «. 
man sin^ we have an advocate with the Father^ Jesus 
Christ the righteous^ and He is the propitiation for 
our sins ; writes also, If we walk in the lights (mark i John i. 7. 

the condition) if we walk in the light 

the blood of Jesm Christ cleanseth us from all sin. 
And again — There is a sin unto death : I do not say ^ joj^ ^^ 
that ye shall pray for it. Now all this that I have '^* 
cited, be it well remembered, was addressed for the 
most part to Gentile converts — was addressed, that 
is, to men, who had been born and bred in the faith 
and practice of impurity, as part and parcel of reli- 
gion itself; — who had repented at once, and been 
baptized, in very many instances, as it were at a mo- 
ment's notice, and upon the spot ; — who were still 
living, as converts, in the midst of heathen relatives 
and friends and fellow-countrymen, holding and prac- 
tising the same abominations — the same vain conver- 1 Peti. 18. 
sation received by tradition from their fathers^ in 
which ^ they had themselves sometime walked. But, coL iii 7. 
my brethren, mark once more, how in addressing 
those who had been born and brought up in the 
knowledge and practice of the law, the apostle to 
the Hebrews * adopts — a more strict and severe I 



gresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ hath not Ood, 
2 John 9. 

■ For notices of the previous 
state of life of the first Christian 
converts, (besides the general de- 
scription of the Gentile world, 
Rom. i.) see Eph. ii. i — 3. 5. 12. 



V. 8. Col. iii. 7. Titus iii. 3. i Cor. 
vi. II. I Pet. iv. 3. 

* The same observation applies 
in a more or less degree to the (so 
called) Catholic Epistles, most of 
which appear to have been written 
either wholly or principally for the 
use of Jewish converts. 
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nd holy ^1 

fro nnA ^^ 



■will Dot call it — but a still more advanced and 
standard of Christian duty — a still more lofty, and 
emphatic tone. I speak not only of those " awfiil and 
well-known passages, which find in that epistle their 
appropriate place — and how much more, in the ears 
of a Christian congregation in a Christian land ! — ^I 
speak not, I say, of those parts of the epistle only, 
but of the staple and tenor of the doctrine which 

HeUii. 1-3, pervades the whole. — Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the 
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every trans- 
gression and disobedience received a just recompense 
of reward ; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great 

Udi-j^t^. salvation f — Without holiness no man shall see the 

Heb. iiL 11. Lord. — Take heed, therefore, brethren, lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 

Ueb. iii. 14. the living God: {for we are made partakers of Christ, 
if v!e hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast 

Heb.1ii.15, unto the end:) looking diligently lest any man fail of 
the grace of God : and that not each for himself only, 
but for the body ; lest any root of bitterness spj-inging 
up trouble you ; lest tliere be any fornicator or pro- 
.xu.7g. fane person. — For our God is a consuming fi/re'^ 

Thus, to the Jew and also to tJie Greek, did the 

holy apostles execute their Lord's commission to 

-"sviii-j^fi^g disciples of all nations; — preaching, on the 



"Heb.vi.4— 8. X.36— at». ! 
balow, p. 55- note '. 

■ See also Heb. iii. 6. 13. iv. 
11—14. V. 9- 13. vi. 13. ix. 



— 3I-35- 36-38. 
ii. I. 13. 17. ag. i 



ai 



one hand, Repentance and Bfiptisni for the remissiofiLnkeixir. 
of silts; on the other hand, teaching to observe all Aeu v. 31, 
things, whatsoever Christ had commanded. Thus 
did that one "glorious company," in promothig and 
propagating Christian knowledge, distinguish, while 
they combined, the objects we have now in view. 
In their zeal for the salvation of men, they did not 
forget what is due to ythe ghry and pi-aise of God.vbiLi. it. 
They were not as many, which corrupted the word o/'-Cur.ii.i^ 
God, but as of sincerity, but as of God, spoke they in 
Christ. They shew that the grace and the obliga- 
tions, the responsibility and the privileges, the merey 
'and the judgments of the gospel must go hand in 
hand. They give no occasion to any, however some 
may desire occasion, to disparage the holier efficacy 
of the Christian sacraments, or to expunge from the 



' See I Pet. ii, g. la. 
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. Eph.i 
1 Cor. X. 1 



■ See Bp. Tayfor on Rep. ch. 
i. sect. iv. §. 6. vol. viii. p. 291. 
" Under the gospel he that sinH 
and repenta is in a fnr better con- 
dition than he that sinned under 
the law and repented. For Re- 
pentance was not then allowed of j 
the man was to die without mercy. 
But he that Hins and repents not, 
is under the gospel in a far worse 
condition than under the law : for 
under the gospel be shall have a 
far sorer punishment than under 
the law was threatened. ITiere- 
fore let no man mistake the mer- 
cies of the new covenant, or turn 
the grace of God into wantonnessi 
The mercies of the gospel neither 



allow ua to sin, nor inflict an eoaisr 
punishment! but they oblige ua ta 
mure holiness, under a greater 
penalty." " The true notion of 
forgiveness of sins is neceEsary to 
leach us what we owe to Chriat, 
to whom, and how far we are 
indebted for this forgiveness. 
Through this man is preached tinto 
us the forgiveness of sins, (Acta 
xiii. 38,) and without a surety we 
had no release. He rendered God 
propitious unto our persons, be- 
cause he gave himself as a satia- 
factbn for our sins. While thus 
he took off our obUgation to pun- 
iehment, he laid upon us a new ob- 
ligation of obedience." Bp. Pear- 
son on the Creed, vol, i. p. 633. 
Compi above, p. 16. note '. 



: 
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Christian creed that better portion of the Spirit 

resenred for us. Unwilling and loath as, I have said, 

RoDLT. ly.thej are to imagine that any trhich receive abun* 

dance of grace ^ and of the gift of righteousness ; who 

1 Pet. L 3. are elect through sanctijication of the Spirity unto obe- 

dience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christy 
should wilfiill J forfeit such benefits — ^loath as they are 
2Tiiii.iT.2.to imagine this — still thej reprove^ they rebuke^ they 
iThes.r.ji.ed'horty they admonish their disciples : not, however, 
by the unceasing suggestion of pardon for their back- 
slidings, but by the perpetual commemoration of their 
duty and of their privileges : not busying themselves, 
like weak-hearted or disloyal commanders, in exag- 
gerating the forces of the enemy, or in disparaging 
their own ; but, while they remind all of the sign 
under which they fought, in exhibiting to the faithful 
soldier the glorious prize of victory, and in cutting off 
from such as are faithless and unstable at once the 

2 Cor.v. 1 1, temptation and the facilities of flight. Knowing 

therefore the terror of the Lordj no less than the 

riches of his grace, thet/ persuaded men. And so it 

2 Cor. ii. was, they became unto God a sweet savour of Chnst^ 

' ' ' * in them that are saved, and in them that perish : 

a savour, not only of life unto life, but also of death 

2 Cor. iii. unto death. They could bear to use great plainness 

1 2 

— or what many perhaps would now call great un- 
I Cor. xvi. charitableness and bigotry — of speech. If any man 

22 

love not the Lord Jesus Christ — and we know what 
John xiv. is the Only true criterion of our love for Him, He 

21* 

that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me — If any man love not tJie Lord 
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Jestis Christy let him be anathema. — Such, I repeat, 
is the tone and tenor of the preaching * of inspira- 
tion — of the Apostles themselves — every where 
glowing indeed with love and affection and self- 
devotion ; but at the same time lofty and ^ uncom- 
promising in the highest degree. Such it is, not of 
one only, but of all : — of him that persecuted ; of him i Cor.xv.9. 

GaLi. T3. 



^ There appears at first sight 
a remarkable difference between 
the tone and language of St. Cle- 
ment, I Cor. vii. viii. and that 
which I have described as cha- 
racteristic of the Apostles. But the 
difference vanishes when we con- 
sider that the writer is reproving, 
not the private vices of individuals, 
but ras Kevas koI fiaralas <f)povridasf 
as shewn in disregard and violation 
oi public Discipline, The (so called) 
2nd [Epistle of Clement is also very 
consistent, in style, with the Canon- 
ical Epistles : e. g. iroiovvres oZv rh 
6e\r)fia tov Xpurrov €vprj(rofi€v dvd- 
nav(riv' ei Be fir^c, ovdev fjfids pv- 
a'€TM €K r^^ aloiviov Ko\d(r€Oi>s, iav 
7rapaKov(r<afi€v tS>v evTo\&v airrov 

rjfifis €av firf Tripri(roi>p.ev r6 

patma-fia ayvhv Koi dfjLiavrov, iroiq, 
freiroiBrjO'fi ela-ekeva-dfieBa els t6 
paa-ikeiov tov BeoO ; 2 Cor. ch. vi. 
See also ibid. ch. vii. tS>v ydp p,^ 
rrjprja-dvtoDVf (j>rj(rlv, t^v tr<^payiba, 
4 Kvikri^ avT&v ov TfXevrrja-fi. and 
ch. viii. TTjprja-aTe t^jv (rdpKa dyv^v, 
Koi T^v <r(t>payida &<nrCKov, wa t^v 
aloi>vu)v ((A^v d7rdkdfi<ofi€v» Comp. 
above, p. 23. note ^. 

* For the " uncompromising" 
character of the Apostles' preach- 
ing, see, especially. Gal. iv. 20. 



V. 12. I Thess. ii. 4. 2 Thess. iii. 
4. 6. 12 — 14. 'Htus i. 13. I Cor. 
iv. 21. vi. 7. xiv. 38. XV. 34. 

1 Tim. i. 7 — II. V. 24. vi. 3 — 5. 

2 Cor. ii. t6, 17. iii. 12. iv. 2, 3. 
V. II — 17. X. 2 — 6. II. xiii. 2. 
Rom. ii. I — II. viii. 13. xv. 15. 
Acts xxiv. 25. Ephes. v. 3—7. 
Phil. iii. 17, 18. Col. iii. 6. 25. 
James i. 15. 27. ii. 9, 10. 13. 20. 
iv. I — 12. Heb. ii. 3. iii. 6 — 14. 
iv. I — 13, &c. See p. 30. text 
and notes ^, and ^. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
iii. I— 13. I Pet. i. 13—25. ii. 
1—8. iv. 17, 18. 2 Pet. i. 9. ii. 
20—22. iii. II — 14. 17. Jude 
passim. Revel, i. 7. to the Seven 
Churches, passim, i John i. 6. 
ii. 4. 9. 15. iii. 3—10. 15—17. 
iv. 20. 2 John 10. And how this 
was compatible with the utmost 
" love and affection ;" or rather, 
how the former was the necessary 
consequence of this latter, see 
Gal. iv. 19. I Thess. ii. 7—12. 
iii. 8—13. I Cor. iv. 14. x. 33. 

2 Cor. i. 23, 24. ii. 4. iii. 2. iv. 
5. 15. V. 13. vi. I. 11—13.^ vii. 
I — 4. 12. xi. 2. Rom. i. 11, 12. 
ix. 2, 3. X. I. xi. 14. Acts XX. 
31, 32. Phil. i. 7. ii. 17. 19. iii. 
18. Coloss. ii. I, 2. 2 John 4. 

3 John 4. 

D 
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that denied his Master; and of the rest^ who aU 
foTMOok him^ 4md fled: — ^not thmugfa Txingloiyy 
r. 5. not in flelf-ecmfideiice, but ^because the lot€ 4^ God 
was shed abroad in their hearts bsf the Hofy Ghod, 

^Ccr.r.t^^whieh was ffinen unto them. Behold^ therefo re i t is 
the voice c^ an Apostle, not to the Jew, and to the 

B<MB.zLii. Gentile only, bnt modi more to omselTes — BdkoU 
the goodness and severity of Crod : on them whidk 
foU, severity ; but toward thee goodness^ if Aou con-^ 
tinue in his goodness: otherwise thorn also shaU be 
. cut off. And, to sum up all^ whereas they warn ns 
by *tbe doom of the fallen angds; by 'the 
judgment of the old world; by ?the overthrow of 
Sodom and Gomorrah ; by ^ the hardening of Pha^ 
roaKs heart; by Hhe ensamples of them thai de^ 
sjdsed Moses" law; — albeit they adduce numberless 



Ifatth. 
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c See, e. g.^ how St. Peter writes, 
2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. 

^ See tiie wliole passage of St. 
Pan], 2 Cor. V. 9 — 18. Wherefore 

we labour, that we may he 

accepted of Him, For we must 
aU appear before the judgment seat 
of God: that every one may re- 
cetoe the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. Know- 
ing therefore the terror of the 

Lord, we persuade men 

For the lov^ of Christ constraineth 
u$ ; because we thus judge, that 
\f one died for all, then were aU 
dead : and that he died for all, 
that they which live should not 
henctforth live unto themselves, but 
wUo him which died for then\,\ and 



rose again nerefore ij 

man be in Christ, he is a 
creature: old things an 
away 2 behold, aU tkmya are be^ 
come new. And aB things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Chri^, and hath 
given to us the ministry of recon- 
ciUation. 

® Jude 6. 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

^ 2 Pet. ii. 5. iii. 6, 7. Comp^ 
the words of our Lord, Matth. xiy. 

37—39- 
ST Jude 7. 2 Pet. ii. 6. Comp. 

the words of our Lord, Luke xvii. 

28—30. 

^ Rom, ix. 17, 18. 

^ Heb. ii. 2. x. 28, 29. xii. 25. 
I Cor. X. 5 — 13. Rom. ii. 3. ix. 
22. 
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instances of those, who by faith wrought righteous- 
nessj not one single passage or example of the Old 
Testament, of Lot or David, of Ahab or Manasseh ; • Kings 

xxi. 2 7-29 

or even of the Gospel History, of the sinner woman, « (hroa. 
or of the crucified thief, is to be found ^ adverted 19. 
to in all their writings, in order to extenuate the 
weakness, or to calm the fears of the penitent ; 
while, on the other hand, Esau is pointed at as a Heb. xii. 
solitary but awful warning to the profene Christian, 
who despises his spiritual birthright, lest he also 
find no place for Repentance^ thottgh he seek it care- 
fully with tears. 

And if the first Promoters and Propagators of the 
Gospel were thus anxiously and severely discreet in 
handling the grave and momentous doctrines of 
which I speak, we have need of still greater cau- 
tion. The same discrimination, the same jt?ropor- Rom. xii. 6 
Hon of faiths the same severity of an affectionate 
but judicious zeal are now, I repeat, not the less, 
but infinitely more necessary; and for this reason: 
because the safeguards against error, which existed of 
old in the pmctical ^system and discipline of Repent- 

• 

^ As faithful, to confirm the says of himself, i Tim. i. 13 — 16. 

faithful, David indeed and even i Cor. xv. 9, 10. 
Rahab is mentioned, (Heb. xi. 31, * The fullest view of this system 

32.); and if the expression (v. 34.) may be found in Morinus de Poe- 

evibwafiSBrfa-av anh oo-^cvctar, nitentia, Bingham's Antiquities, 

were not plainly to be understood book xvi. ohap. ii. The Peniten- 

of bodily strength, the assertion tial Discipline of the Primitive 

in the text might stiU seem to Church, Lond. 17 14. (by Dr. 

require qualification. The only Nathanael Marshall, Chaplain to 

Other approach to an exception King George II.) Bp. Jer. Taylor 

even to the spirit of this observa- on Repentance, Works, vols. viii. 

tion is, I beUeve, what St. Paul ix. Hooker, Ecd. Pol. book vi. 

d2 
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ance, we have either negligently lost, or hopelessly 
abandoned. And this brings me to the second 
point : — However we may clear and approve our- 
selves as regards the commission to teach all things 
whatsoever Christ commanded, the gracious sup- 
plement to that commission — which is the •"sure 
and safe and divine provision for the recovery of 



NichoUs on "the Commination" 
in his Comment on the Book of 
Common l^ayer. Cave's Primi- 
tive Christianity, part iii. chap. v. 
^ That the greatest luminary of 
the Latin <* Catholic Fathers and 
Ancient Bishops,'' and one whom 
our own Church delights to honor, 
so read and interpreted the Gos- 
pel, appears plain from the follow- 
ing passages : '' Audite me fideles, 
i. e. baptizati. Quare moriemini 
jam renati ? Quando baptizati per 
vias tortuosas et lubricas et im- 
mundas itis, nescitis quia peritis ? 

Peritis filii mei, credite Si 

non potuistis habere, vel noluistis, 
pudicitiam conjugalem seu conti- 
nentiam, et deviastis a proposito 
vel vinculi conjugalis vel devotae 
continentis, sit in vobis dolor et 

humilitas pcenitentise Agite 

poenitentiam, qualis agitur in ec- 
clesia, ut oret pro vobis ecclesia. 
Nemo sibi dicat, occuUe ago, apud 

Deum ago Ergo sine causa 

dictum est. Qua solveritis in 
terra, soluta erunt in caelo ? £rgo 
sine causa sunt claves date eccle- 
siaeDei? Frustramusevangelium? 
frustramusverba Christ!? Promit- 
timus vobis quod ille negat ?" St. 
August. Serm. cccxcii. §. 3. vol. v. 
p. 1054. " Omnia ergo praeterita 



conversis dimittuntur. Cseterum 
hujus vitae simt quaedam graviaet 
mortifera, quae nisi per vehemen- 
tissimam molestiam humiliationis 
cordis et contritionisspiritus,ettri- 
bulationis poenitentiae non relax- 
antur. Hac dimittuntur per cloves 
ecclesia,'* Id. Serm. cclxxviii. §. 
12. ibid. p. 787. See the same 
doctrine, Enarr. in Psalm ci. serm. 
ii. §.3. vol.iv. p. 828. and serm. 
cccli. §.9. vol. V. p. 947. quoted in 
the Appendix, chap. ii. See also 
Origen, and St. Basil, quoted 
ibid. : and also the extracts from 
Origen and from Salvian quoted 
p. 63, notei. and St. Chrysostom, 
de Sacerdot. lib. iii. §.6. vol. i. 
p. 384. Compare the language of 
two of our own best divines. Bishop 
Taylor, (as quoted p. 39, note*;) 
and Hooker, book vi. c. vi. §.5. 
''Strange it were imto me that 
the Fathers, who so much every 
where extol the grace of Jesus 
Christ in leaving unto his Church 
this heavenly and divine power" 
(of absolution) ''should, as men 
whose simplicity had generally 
been abused, agree all to admire 
and magnify a needless qfice,'* 
Vol. iii. p. 96. See also below, 
p. 39, note *. 



37 

all who have wholly and wilfully broken Christ's 
commands — this (I should fear) it cannot be denied, 
we neglect and undervalue. However we may, or 
may not, teach as Apostles taught — unquestionably 
we do not hold, in effect and practice, what Apo- 
stles held. Of the three notes, whereby we are 
" taught to distinguish the true Church — ^viz. " pure 
and sound doctrine ; sacraments ministered ac- 
cording to Christ's holy institution ; and the right 
tise of ecclesiastical disciplines^' — ^how is the third, 
at least, maimed and stunted of its true proportions! 
® The power of the keys, and therewith the disci- 
pline of penance, — that whole system, the comer 
stone P of which was laid by Christ himself — which 
^his Apostles instituted and enforced, — which is 
'attested by the Fathers, as the constant practice 
of the first and purest ages of the ** Christian Church 
— which was ordained for no other end but to 



^ Homily for Whit-Sunday, ii. 
p. 421. 

o *' This is that grand original 
warrant, by force whereof the 
guides and prelates in God's 
Church, first his Apostles, and 
afterwards others following them 
successively, did both use and 
uphold that discipline, the end 
whereof is to heal men's con* 
sciences, to cure their sins, to re- 
claim offenders from iniquity, and 
to make them by Repentance just/' 
Hooker, Eccl. Pol. book vi. chap, 
iv. §. 2. voLiii. p. 16. 

p Matt, xviii. 17, 18; xvi. 19. 
John XX. 23. 

< I Cor. V. 2. 5. 13. 2 Cor. ii. 



6 — 10; xiii. 2. I Tim. i. 20. Tit. 
iii. 10. I Cor. xvi. 22. Gal. i. 8, 9; 
V. 10. 12. I Tim. V. 20. Tit. i. 13. 
Heb. xii. 15. (SeeChrysost. Hom. 
in loc. vol. xii. p. 285.) 

' See Appendix, chap. ii. 

B To say nothing of its use pre- 
viously among the Jews : and 
from the practice of the Jewish 
church it is not unnatural to sup- 
pose that our Lord would design 
to borrow and adapt the forms (to- 
gether with the phrases, " binding 
and loosing") of ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline, as he did the ''outward 
part" of the Christian Sacraments. 
See Marshall, Pen. Dis. p. 1 1 — 23, 
and NichoUs on Conmiination. 
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serve as an 'effectual means for the cure aud pre- 
vention of sin — that system is now become, as it 
were, a dead letter. We, it would seem, can dis- 
pense with guidance and with aids, which holy men 
of old regarded as eminently conducive " to the 
salvation of individual members, and as plainly "es- 
sential to the integrity and efficiency of the body 
of Christ's Church. They, forsooth, were weak, and, 
8- we are strong. We are fiiin to reign as kings with- 
out them. They were carnal, we are spiritual. 
Naj, is it not so? We are sometimes heard even 
to boast, and thank God that we are not as they were. 



t "The Discipline of Repent- 
ance, both public and private, waa 
ordaiued aa an outward mean to 
bring men to the virtue of inward 
eonveraion." Hooker, book vi. 
chap. vi. §.g. vol. iii. p. 107. See 
also above, p-37, note ". Comp. 
Bishop Taylor on Rep. ch. x. sect. 
iit. Works, vol. ijt. p.300. — 306. 

n " The matter of right I Bhall 
not here undertake to determine ; 
but the fact was plainly this, that 
after such offences" (deadly Bins) 
"penance was for many ages the 
door to communion." Marsh. 
Pen. Disc. p. 103. "There was 
anciently no belief that sine oF so 
deep a die could he cured without 
it." Ibid. p. 144. 

" See Homilies, p. 421, quoted 
above. In Noelli Catechiamus, 
(p. 106,) Discipline ia not repre- 
lented as a necessary note of the 
church, (the necesBBry notes there 
given, being (i.) Beneficionim 
Christi Pnedicatio; (j.) Invoea- 
tioi (3.) Sacrumentorum Adrai- 



niNttatio Sincera. See Heathcote'a 
Documentary llluBtration», p. la, 
13. ag.) but as existing in every 
church, "si probe institutafuerit," 
(p. 106.} " bene insdtuta atque 
moraia" (p. 179) to the end, " ne 
impune liceat cuiquam. . . , puhlice 
qilicquam impie Sagilioeioaeve vel 
dicerc vel facere ; adeoque at 

omnes prorsus offensiones 

quoad ejus lieri potest, omniao vi- 
(fnhir." p. 136. (compare the Or- 
dination Service ;. . . . "that there 
he no place left among you either 
for error in religion or for vicious- 
ness in life.") " 'ITiis, this is the 
point" (the public humiliation of 
notorious offenders) " 1 most in- 
sist on, as necesBary to the honor 
of the Church, required by the in- 
stitution of her founder for the 
benefit of bouIh, and as such an 
esKential part of bet discipline, 
which, till it be restored with effi- 
cacy and vigour, will 1 fear with- 
hold many blesBtngs of God from 
ua." Marshall, Pen. Disc. p. 2; 
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— And truly, my bretliren, the primitive churcli 
underwent much vain and superfluoua ) chastise- 
ment, undertook many grave, irksonio, and ])ainful 
duties, — which, however individuals or sects may 
sometimes atfect in a voluntary humility and leill Coin. 
worship, whole communities are not wont idly to 
impose upon themselves — either, I say, the whole 
^ body of the primitive church was content to do 
and to suffer much in the service of religion moat 
idly and most unprofitably — or we, as a body, do 
what both individuals and bodies of men are ever 
prone to — carelessly and presumptuously come short 
in many things ' belioveful, if not actually indispensa^ 

§. 4t. p. 349. " ConfesHJon to a 



y See the eccUsiastvcal use of 

the words Trm&iia, miXaa-ii, ftc. 
by St. Clement of Borne, St. Cle- 
inent of Alexandria, &c. as quoted 
in the Ap[iendjx, chap. ii. 

' " Upon the whole, 1 think 
myself bound in justice to observe 
that there hath not appeared to 
me a single instance of absolution 
where there had been no pentmce, 
during the first four hundred years 
after Christ, except in the case of 
clinical penitents," Marshall, Pen. 

• " Certunly in the primitive 
church, when they deferred to give 
him" {the penitent man) " the 
peace for three, for seven, for ten, 
for thirteen years together, their 
purpose then was to work in him 
contrition, or the raosterecWwif Re- 
pentance," BishopTaylaronRep. 
chap. X. sect, v, ^. ;o. Works, vol. 
ix. p. a^o. And again. ..." that 
excellent di»<Aplrtie, which was in 
lome caies necessary, and in very 
many cases uHeful." Il)id, sect. iv. 



I great use and 
beaefit to all that are heavy laden 
with their sins, that they n'iio 
carelessly and causelessly neglect 
it, are neitlier lovers of the peace 
of consciences, nor are careful for 
the advantages of their souls." 
Ibid. $.43. p. 250. see also ibid, 
sect. viii. 5. 103. p. 394. 'ITie 
Fathers considered "public con- 
fession .... necessary, by way of 
discipline." Hooker, book vi. chap. 
iv. 4. 6. vol. iii. p. aS. Our own 
church (according to Bp. Jewell, 
Defence of Apol. part ii, chap. vil. 
I}. 2.) " inislikes no manner oi 
confession, whether it bo private 
or public." So also Bishop Mor- 
ton, Appeal, lib. ii. cap. 14. Arch- 
bishop Usher, Answer to a Jes. 
quoted by Heylyn, Theol. Veter. 
P- A'fii 457- ^ot more autliorita- 
Ijve testimony see Appendix, chap, 
iii. See also lost page, note ', 
and p. 41, note ', the last quota* 
lion from Hooker. 
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I Pet. iv. 

1 8. 



2 Cor. V. 
19; 2o. 

Matt. vii. 

22. 

Acts xix. 



ble to the safety and well being of immortal sonls^ 
[Trae it is, the church has mercifully declared that 
"the grant of Repentance is not to be denied.** 
But when is it so much as asked for? Knacky 
(she has said) and it shall be opened unto you. But 
there is no * knocking at the gate. Each indivi- 
dual amongst us, if I may so speak, has his private 
key ; or the door, which righteous men of old with 
the utmost importunity and violence could scarcely 
enter, now flies ^ open at the sinner's approach. How 
little do we regard, or rather (for the mort part) how 
lightly do we <^ forego the word of reconciliation^ 
committed unto them that are ambassadors for 
Christ ! We prophesy in Chris fs name^ and in Chris fs 
name cast out devils, each for himself out of his own 
bosom. Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are 
ye ? True it is, as our Church again speaks, " they are 
to be condemned which deny the place of forgiveness 
to such as truly repent." Is there then no cause to 
fear — I ask fearfully, and with all due deference and 



■ See Tertullian quoted in the 
Appendix chap. ii. 

^ On the other hand, St. Peter, 
to whom were given ihe keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, (Matt. xvi. 
19.) promises, not to sdij minister s, 
an abundant entrance to those, who 
giving all diligence, add to their 
faith, virtue ; and to virtue, know- 
ledge j and to knowledge, temper- 
ance ; and to temperance, patience: 
and to patience, godliness ; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness ; and 
to brotherly kindness, charity, 2 
Pet. i. 5 — 7. II. 

■ The forms of general absolu- 



tion, or quasi-absolution, which 
occur in the order for Morning 
and Evening Prayer, and for the 
Holy Communion, or even the 
direct and personal form in the 
Visitation of the Sick, can scarcely 
be said to constitute exceptions to 
the remarks in this place, where I 
am speaking more especially, with 
reference to cases, which anciently 
would have been subject to the 
process of the public Exomologesis . 
But compare the next page note ^ 
and Hooker, book vi. c. iv. §.15. 
vol. iii. p. 61. 
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humility — lest we be condemned out of our own 
mouth? May it not be said — and not indeed without 
reason — that we ourselves do in a manner deny ^ the 
place of forgiveness, which we have so long discon- 
tinued ? Where are now appointed stations of " the 
mourners" or of " the prostrate ?" Where is now " the i Cor. n 
®rod of Discipline, the robe of shame?" As ^PenitentSy 



21. 



^ See Dr. Hey, on the Articles, 
vol. iii. p. 455. " The grant of JRc- 
pentance is, in Latin, locus pcsni- 
tentuB ; and in the English article 
of 1552, fA« place for Penitents : 
the Latin the same in both. Locus 
poenitentia is used in Hebr.xii. 17. 
and in Clemens Romanus, (see 
Parkhurst, Lexicon sub v. ficrd- 
POM,) and is by no means an un- 
usual expression j but in our arti- 
cles, we may observe, that the 
grant of Repentance must mean 
the same with the place for 
Penitents: otherwise they could 
not both be English for the 
same Latin. The meaning then 
seems to be that heinous offenders 
may be permitted to have some 
place in the Church, not the place 
of such, as are at peace with Dis- 
cipline, and under no censure but 
that of those who have been in 
some way degraded, and are la- 
bouring to recover their former 
station.'* This argument, though 
not perhaps quite conclusive, is 
confirmed by the statement of the 
Homily referred to above p. 37. 
note ». 

« Christian year : Commination. 

' Far be it from me to question 
the amount, in many cases, of real 
secret contrition, or to disparage 



its efficacy, wherever it exists ; but 
as I think no one can doubt that 
our present fault and danger, gene- 
rally speaking, lie all on the side of 
defect, I did not think it necessary 
in speaking more especially upon 
the disuse of Church Discipline, to 
guard myself from misrepresent- 
ation in this respect. Were I in- 
deed so disposed, I might speak 
more boldly and yet shelter myself 
under the authority of St. Augus- 
tin ; see above, p. 36. note ™. But 
I prefer to acquiesce in the judg- 
ment of our own great Divine : " If 
with us there be truth in the in- 
ward parts as David speaketh," 
(which, however, there cannot be, 
if in any thing we knowingly 
neglect the guidance of the God 
of all truth) "the difference of 
general and particular forms 
in confession and absolution is 
not so material, that any man's 
safety or ghostly good should de- 
pend upon it." Hooker, book vi. 
c. iv. §. 15. vol. iii. p. 61. But 
compare Bishop Taylor, quoted 
below, p. 51. note™, and what 
Hooker himself had before stated, 
ibid. §. 14. p. 58. " Forasmuch as 
.... in the order, which Christian 
religion hath taught for the pro- 
curement of God's mercy towards 
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I. though our sins be as scar/et, when do -we turn to God 
with fastiny, and with weepiiig, and with mouiming f 

'■ When are we of the blessed that weep now f When 
do we open our grief to God's minister, that we 
"may ^receive the benefit of absolution, together with 
ghostly counsel and advice ?" When do we ^ confer 
and bewail openly and solemnly the offences, which, 
not only against God, but ' against the Chm-ch, and 
against the brethren, we have openly and scandal- 
ously committed ? When do we feel that earnest, 
fervent desire, which in simiers of old overcame 
all thoughts of disgrace, contempt, or obloquy, — 
the desire J to be guided by the Church iu the offices 



^nere, confeasion is acknowledg- 
ed a principal duty ; yea, in some 
cases, confeasion to man and not 
to God only ; it is not in the re- 
formed Cburches denied by the 
leameder sort of Divinee, but that 
«vea this confession, cleared from 
all errora, IB both lawful and he- 
hoeefiil for God's people." 

B Communion Service, First 
Exhortation. Compare Homily on 
Repentance, and i>art, p. 489. 
' b Well mayic be objected to us — 
" Quad antem fursitan ne semel 
quidem apud Protestantes factum 
est, Irenzei temporibua passim in 
EcclesiafiebEit," Mosauet Dissert. 
Pr^v. in Iren. p. cxiodx. And it 
avails tih notbing to retort that the 
obaervBDce of confeaaion among 
Romanists is as httle in accord- 
ance with the practice of the Pri- 
mitive Church, as onr non-observ- 
ance of it. For true indeed it isr— 



to use the words of Bishop Taylor 
(vol.ii. p. 349)— " Auricularcon- 
fession is nothing less but the pub- 
lic ExomologesiB, or Repentance 
Eccleaiastical, reduced to ashes." 

' "Now although it aulEce that 
the offices, wherewith we pacify 
God or private men, be secretly 
done; yet in cases where the 
Church must also be satisfied, it 
was not to this end and purpose 
unnecessary that the ancient Dis- 
cipline did farther require outward 
signs uf contrition to be shewed, 
confession of sina to be made 
openly, and those works to be ap- 
parent, which served as teatimo- 
niea of conversion before men," 
Hooker, book vi. c. v, §. 8. vt>L 
iii. p. 81. 

i Bee Hooker Eccl. Pol. book 
vi. civ. 4.7, vol.iij. p.39, "But 
thegreatest tiling which made men 
forward. and inlling upon tb«r 
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^ 



of our Repentance — to be assisted by ber prayers, 
and much-availing intercession — to be confirmed, by 
her frequent benediction, in the ^lai/hiq on of hands f- 
Or when do we feci that safe, and godly fear, in 
which einners of old might hail the best assurance of 
their restoration and forgiveness — the fear 'to re- 
c^ve with other Christian men the mysteries of hea- 
venly grace, till God's appointed stewards and minis- 
ters shall declare ns worthy? As fniihfiU, we com- 
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knees to canfeBS whatsoever they 
had committed against God, and 
in no wise to be withheld from the 
Bants with iiny fear of disgrace, 
contempt or obloquy, which might 
ensue, wan their fervent desire to 
be helped and assisted with the 
prayers of God's Eaiote." See also 
Bp. Taylor on Rep. chap. \. sect. 
yi. 4. 80. vol. ix. p. 275. " 'llie 
prayers of the Church, andofholy 
men that minister to the Church, 
as they are of great rt\'ail in them- 
selves, HO they were highly valued, 
and earnestly desired, and obtained 
by the penitents in the first a^es 
of the Church." And Marshall, 
Pen. Disc. p. 144. 

^ See Bishop Taylor on Rep. 
chap. X. sect. iv. §. 54. vol. ix. 
p. 360. " In the beginning, and in 
the progression, in the several pe- 
riods of public Repentance, and in 
the consuTomation of it, the bi»hop 
or the priest did very often impnse 
Aaiids, that is, jirai/ over the peni- 
lent, as ajipeara from the au- 
thority of the GaUican conncils : 
' Criminalia peccnta multis .ieju- 
nlis, et erebris mania »ae»dohm 



impotilionibus, eoramque suppli- 
cationibut, juxta canonura statuta, 
pittcuit purgari' (and elsewhere)," 
And again, ibid. ^- 57. p. 364. 
" Tliere were two solemn impo- 
sifions of hands in Repentance j 
the lirst and greatest was in the 
first admission of them, and in the 
imposition of the discipline, or 
manner of performing penances ; 
and this was the biahop's office, 
and of great con xi deration amongst 

the holy primitives The 

second solemn imposition of hands 
was immediately before their absO- 

tion or communion Other 

intermedial impositioaa there 
were, as appears by the ' creher 
recursus' mentioned in the third 
council of I'oledo." See also St. 
Augustin, SSerm. ccxxxii. 4- B.vol. 
y.p.685. Marshall,p.9.i.20i.aDd 
Cotel. Pair, Apost. vol. i. p. 150, 

' See Hooker, book vi. c. iv. 
%. 7. vol. iii. p. 37. " That which 
moved ainners thus voluntarily to 
detect themselves both in private 
and in public, was fear to receive 
with other Christian men, &c.&c. 
(as above)didjudgeihem: worthy." 
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plain indeed of those, \fho forsake the assembling of 
the sanctuary, but when do we complain ™ of such as 

1 Cor. V. enter it unsanctified ? When do we put ° awat/ 

2 Th^ m.from among us the wicked person^ that the Church 
Gal. i. 8. may be indeed as becometh the spouse of Christ, 

V lO 1 2 

Eph. V. 27. not having spot or wrinkle^ or any such thing f Where 
I Cor. V. 7. the clearing of ourselves^ lest we be corrupted by the 
II. ' leaven of evil communication, or become ^partakers 
of evil deeds ? Where the indignation ? Where the 
zeal ? Where the revenge ? Where the punishment 
inflicted of many ? — Or if, as may be justly feared, in 
the general prevalence of sin and wickedness, " p by 
the dissolution of manners and the extinction of 



" See the Homily quoted below 
p. 51. note 1. 

" See Titus iii. 10. i Cor. v. 11. 
Rom. xvi. 17. 2 Thess. iii. 6. 14. 
2 John 10, II. — Bingham, Antiq. 
book xvi. c. ii. §. 11. Apost. Const, 
lib. ii. c. xvii. Coteler. i. p. 225. 
lav ovv Ka\ avOpayirov irapavofiov 
fiTf TTJs *EKKKrjarias rov Qeov X®P*" 
(Tcofiev, iroiriarofjiev t6v oIkov Kvpiov 
aTrTjXaiop XrfOT&v, 

^ "Recedendum est a delin- 
quentibus, vel imo fugiendum, ne 
dum quis male ambulantibus jun- 
gitur, et per itinera erroris et cri- 
minis graditur, pari crimine et 
ipse teneatur." Cyprian, de Unit. 
Eccles. p. 119. quoted by Bing- 
ham, ibid. §.12. Comp. Apost. 
Const, lib. ii. c. xvii. 

p Bishop Taylor on Rep. chap. 
X. sect. iv. §.41. vol. ix. p. 249. 
See also Hooker, book vi. c. iv. 
§. 3. p. 17, 18. and ibid. §. 15. 
p. 62. And especially Bingham, 



book xvi. c. iii. §. 6, and the ex- 
tracts there given from Cyprian, 
St. Augustin and others. At the 
same time I add the following 
caution from St. Augustin, lib. de 
Fide et Op. §.49. vol. v. p. 141. 
" Exposui. . . . tres quaestiones . . . 
unam de permixtione in Ecclesia 
bonorum et malorum, tanquam 
tritici et zizaniorum : ubi caven- 
dum est, ne ideo putemus esse 
propositas istas similitudines, vel 
banc, vel de immundis in area 
animalibus, vel quaecunque alia 
idem significant, ut dormiat Ec- 
clesia disciplina, de qua in figura 
illius mulieris dictum est Sevens 
sunt conversationes dormis ejus 
(Prov. ii. 18. secundum Ixx): sed 
ut non eo usque progrediatur de- 
mentia potius temeritas, quam 
severitas dihgentiae, ut quasi bonos 
a malis per nefaria schismata sepa- 
rare praesumat." Ubi vide plura. 
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charity,'* this is either rendered impossible, or be 
liable to greater scandal and abuse than the ^ disease 
itself which cries for such a remedy — if this be so, 
why are we puffed up f Why have we not rather i Cor. v. a. 
mourned 1^ When do we humble ourselves, and be- 
wail the many which have sinned amongst us, in « Cor. xH. 
hopes to save by intercession whom we dare not save Ecdus. 
by correction? When do our eyes gush out «'«VA pg. cxix. 
water ^ because men keep not God^s law? But alas ! — jer.'ix. i. 
it is vain to ask; — since the tokens of contrition ^*®^* '*' '^^ 
which are due from us as parties j)resont, and con- 
niving, and tolerating ungodliness, we do not even 
exhibit when ourselves are the very agents and the 
principals in sin ! It is vain to call for sackcloth and 
ashes in penitence for the sins of others, when, doing 
penance for our own sins, we are ^ clothed in purple Comp. isai. 
and fine linen, and faring sumptuously every day ! 

But it may be urged, in neglecting the forms, we 
exercise (what alone is all important) the virtue of 
Repentance more effectually. We would not be as 
the Jew, subject to ordinances. We would not be 
as the hypocrites^ of a sad countenance. We would 
not detract from the all-sufficiency of the one great 
sacrifice. Alas ! my brethren, there is reason to fear 
lest, while we gather up the tares (so to call them) we 
root up also the wheat with them ; lest, while we dis- 

"^ " Neque enim duris remediis. Rich Man in the parable, Lukexvi. 

locus est, ubi tota Ecclesia in 19— 31; and the same also, we may 

morbo cubat." Grot, ad 2 Cor. conclude, of which his five brc' 

X. 6. thren had need to repent (v. 30.) 

^ The amount of the sinfulness lest they also come into this place 

(almost) as it would seem of the qf torment. 
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regard ' the shadow we mistake the eubstance ; while 
we disdain the discipline, we forfeit the graee of true 
penitency. Be this as it may, so far as the practice of 
apostolical ordinances is lost amongst us, so far we 
abridge the body of Christ of its true proportions, and 
incur, (be it spoken with all due submission and duti- 

i,g fiilness,)no small 'responsibility. Though aii angel from 
heaven preach any ° other Gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed. By the Gospel of 

lii. St. Paul '' not only the ordinary discipline, which we 



" So, tliat ie, we fancy it. How- 
ever, under the old diapeiiBation, 
it wns certainly something sub- 
stantial; as in the case of Ahab 
(Me I KiagH xxi. 37^-39). See 
also the case of the Nmevheo 
(Jonah ii. 5— 10,); and Uhryaost. 
de PceDit. Horn. v. But, for our- 
eelves, it may be many are de- 
ceived by the miainterpretatioa of 
St. Paul's words, i Tim. iv. 8.— 
Bndity exerdse projiteth little (read 
a mtk, irpis Skiym, I. e. setves to 
Bome purpose, and ia oaeful in ita 
kind, though not to be compared 
with godBnesa) but godliness is 
pTofitabk unto all things. See 
Bishop Patrick, on Repentance, 
p. 36. and Bishop Bull's Vindi- 
cation, vol. ii. p. 150. So also 
Grotius, and Hammond in loc. 
Compare what St. Paul himself 
saya i Cor. it. 37, of his own 
practice, Ikeep under my body, ^c. 
test SfV. 

' " Disclplina . . , . hanc et sec- 
tari aalubre est, et aTerasri ac 
negligere lethale." St. Cyprian de 
Hab. Virg. sub, inil. 



" Bishop Patrick (" on Repent- 
ance," p. aC.) speaks of " the 
error which is crept in among us, 
that outward humihationa and 
bodily afflicting oiiraelves, signify 
Qothing ia the Christian rebgion ; 
but inward grief and aoTiDw doth 
aU. 7lis"(he adds) "Csmrff^o. 
slolical doctrine : and the CAurcS 
of God hath always Ihoaght other- 
uiise." And so of the Church of 
Kngland, see Bishop Andrewes, 
quoted below, p-63. note '', 

'' See Bingham, Autiq. book 
XV. c. II. §. 15. Itia true Origen, 
Hornil, x\v. in Levit. c. xiiv. and 
among the modems, Biahop Be- 
veridge, understands St. Paul by 
destruclion of the Jtesh to mean 
only 'bodily auEteritieaundergone ' 
by penitents.' See Marshall, Pen, ' 
Disc. p. 80. But the great body 
of interpreters, ancient and mo- 
dem, including TertuUian, St. 
Chrysoatom, St. Ambroae and ' 
Pacian, Grotiun, Kammond, and ' 
Lightfoot, are of the other opinion, 
as repreaented in the text, Com- 
pare Marshall, Pen, Dis, pp. 79,80. 
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might retain, but also, that which is beyond ouriCwsi^ 
power (and should be equally beyond our ^need), ex- 
traordinary pains, and diseases were judicially inflicted, » Cor.xi.30. 
as the type and measure of inward contrition. Pre- 
sumptuous sinners were delivered y unto Satan for i Cor. y. 5. 
the destruction of the fleshy that the spirit might be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Now the body 
indeed is spared — but for this cause many in heart i Cor. xi. 
and soul are weak and sickly among us, and many (it 
is to be feared) sleep ^* the sleep of spiritual death. 
They are deluded, and themselves in turn delude 
others, by acquiescing in what they hear and see 
around them ; youth, too often, uncatechized — ^man- 
hood unrebuked, unconfessed, unchastised — old age 
received back into the fold with open arms — on all 
sides the name of Christianity without holiness, and 
the zeal of Churchmanship without Catholicism. 
And so they too live on in the bosom of the Church, 
frequent her services, may be admitted to her com- 
munions ; and they * conclude that all is safe and 



^ " Questionless the main de- 
sign of the Divine Providence in 
affording this extraordinary gift 
was to supply tbe defect of civil 
and coactive power of which the 
Church was then wholly deprived." 
Cave, Primitive Christianity, part 
iii. che^). 5. 

y << St. Paul, in the beginnings 
of Christianity, in which it, being 
yet Under and not well known to 
the world, wa$ mare apt to be both 
blemished and corrupted^ did yet 
order the Corinthians to receive 
back into their cpmmunion the 



incestuous perBon, whom by his 
own directions they had delivered 
to Satan." Bishop Burnet on th» 
Thirty-nine Articles, p. 195. art* 
xvi. If this be the true account of 
the matter, it only makes still 
more against ourselves. 

> See Romans xi. 8. Isaiah xxix. 
10.. 2 Cor. iii. 14. Matt. ziii. 14. 
John xii. 40. Acts xxviii. 26. Isaiah 
iv. 9. Origen in Ps. xxxvii. Horn, 
ii. §.6. 

a « Whether his sin is pardoned 
or no, few men ever know till 
they be dead ; but very many men 
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Avell, because she is unwilliug, or perhaps unable, 

to ^ denounce and separate them openly, when, 

it may be, all is unsafe, and perilous, and full of 

death. But does she give them no reason to suspect 

their danger? Is there nothing ^in her rubrics 

which points to the separation of such offenders, 

which provides not only for weekly communion, 

but for ** weekly excommunication? nothing in her 

® articles which tells of " excommunicate persons 

how they are to be avoided?'* Week after week, 

year after year, I might almost say century after 

century, no imposition of penance, no sentence of 

excommunication is heard, or thought of. Are then 

T Cor. V. 1 1 . the sins ceased from among us? Is there ^nofornU 

Exod. xxxi. cfltor, no adulterer^ no drunkard^ no covetous man^ 

Ps. ci. 5. no euvtortioner^ no sabbathireaker^ no slanderer^ no 

iTim.i 20. blasphe^ner, — is there no feeble person among our 



presume J and they commonly, 
who have the least reason. He 
that often and long considers these 
thmgs, will not have cause to 
complain of too merry a heart : 
hut when men repent only in 
feasts, and company, and open 
house, and carelessness, and in- 
consideration, they will have cause 
to repent that they have not re- 
pented." Bishop Taylor on Rep. 
chap. X. sect. vii. §. 88. vol. ix. 
p. 285. 

** Generally, indeed, she does so 
in the " Commination, or denounc- 
ing of God's anger and judgments 
against sinners," once a year, in 
practice, and oftener in intent ; 



see the next page, note K 

^ This remonstrance might be 
made still more forcible by an ap- 
peal to the tone and composition 
of the Liturgy itself. See above, 
p. II. note^. 

d See in the Commimion Ser- 
vice, the first rubric after the Ni- 
cene Creed. See also, in the Bu- 
rial service, first rubric. " The 
ofKce ensuing is not to be used 
for any that die ... . excommuni- 
cate." And Canons 68. 85. 

e See article xxxiii., which 
speaks also of "open reconcilia- 
tion by penance." 

' See the last sentence of the 
** Curses " in the Commination. 
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tribes f^ Judge yourselves, brethren. Look not on 
the sins of a brother ; but look each on his own sins. 
Prove your own selves. For our Church — she has 
done what she cotdd. Gladly indeed would she 
have done ^more. She regards not herself, she 



« See Appendix, ch. iii. — "Aliud 
est quod docemus, aliud quod 
Bustinemus/' says Bp. Andrewes, 
(Sermons, p. 205. fol. ed.) quot- 
ing St. Augustin, in reference 
to this subject. And even the 
staunchest apologists of our 
Church hold the same language. 
Bp. Jewel himself, imperfectly 
as, I think, he represents the au- 
thority of the keys, (Apol. En- 
chir. Theol. vol. i. p. 124.) yet 
maintains, on the part of our Re- 
formers, a sincere desire to restore 
the primitive discipline to the 
utmost of their power — with an 
evident admission, at the same 
time, of regret that that power 
was so insufficient: ''Nam nos 
quidem utimur priscis et avitis 
legibus, et quantum his moribus 
et temporibus, in tanta comip- 
tela rerum omnium, potest fieri, 
disciplinam Ecclesiasticam dili- 
genter et serio administramus." 
Ibid. p. 142. And again : '' Dixi- 
mus nos disciplinam Ecclesiasti- 
cam . . . quantum maxime possu^ 
mu8, revocare; et omnem vitse 
licentiam et dissolutionem morum 
priscis et avitis legibus, et ea, qua 
par est, quaque possumus, severi- 
tate vindicare. Ibid. p. 193. Com- 
pare, in "Noelli Catechismus," 
p. 180, the answers to the ques- 
tion, '' Quis debet esse Poenitentise 
publicse modus P' And Bp. Co- 



sin's " Regni Angliae Religio Ca- 
tholica," cap. viii. ''Disciplinam 
Ecclesiasticam, quantum maxime 
potuimus, ad antiquioris Ecclesite 
mentem revocavimus," &c. — 
Dr. NichoUs, in his " Defensio 
Ecclesise Anglicanse," admits, 
indeed, that the state of our dis- 
cipline is not such, " qualem boni 
homines esse optarent," (p. 341.) 
— ^but still asserts, on the part of 
our Church, the use of open Pen- 
ance; which he circumstantially 
describes in these words : " Poena 
alia apud nos usu venit, quam 
vulgari nomine Pomitentiam voca- 
mus; qua turpiter delinquentes 
quadam honoris sui jactura plec- 
timtur, ut publica ignominia 
notati fidelibus omnibus docu- 
mento sint, ne in paria crimina 
labantur. Jam Panitentiam ac^ 
turns, paulo ante matutinas preces, 
in Porticu Ecclesue stat amictus 
linteo, ttb summo capite usque ad 
talcs demisso. Hie cum gemitibus 
fletuque uberrima preces prater^ 
euntium tenetur efflagitare: max 
in Ecclesiam vocatur : cujus limen 
pratergressus, se humi debet pro^ 
sterner e, terramque osculari: deinde 
ab (Bconomicis elevatus, ac in Ec^ 
cksue locum eminentiorem collo* 
catus, ubi ipse melius a populo 
cemipossit, etPastoris, obfxdum 
illud quo tenetur crimen, increpa- 
tiones, admonitionesque facilius 
E 



■would have no one regard her, to be clear and ^per- 
fect in this matter. Gladly would she be zealous, 
and repent ; aud, remembering what she has received 
fund heard, "restore again the system, "by which 
notorious sinners were put to open penance, and 



exaudiat. Poatquam vera Ptaiiteaa 
religiose polHcttns faerii se covlra 
camU ilkcebras in postenan dtli- 
genlius visilahtrum, et veaiam turn 
a Deo pro crimine, tam ab Eccle- 
sta pro icandalo, impelraverit, a 
Pastore tandem tdaolvituT, Hotai- 
nibu* konestioris gradus, quibua 
PcettitentiiE puhliae, propter hono- 
rem iuvm, puma istiasmodi haud 
aqua fueril, irtfataiam kanc fas 
est redimere moffno <eria pondere 
vel in pauperttm usus, eel ad adts 
sacrat refidendas erogando.'" He 
addfl, " Si qaa fraua, si qua in- 
csria, et neglig^tia bisce rebus 
irrepserint, ea humani generis vi- 
tio et astutiis danda sunt. . . Sed 
nemo eanus unquam jndicabit 
cauBBB exinde sHtie justas liomini- 
bus eubeaae, schismata in Eccle- 
sia excitandi, et, fidelibus inter se 
cotnmisais, omnia divina huma- 
naque permiaceadi." p. 346, 347. 
The above representation is found- 
ed upon canuna and constitutions, 
prior to the Reformation, wiiich 
still form a part of our eeclesiaa- 
ticalkw. How far it can tndy find 
a place in a ' Defensio Ecclesia 
Anglicanfe,' as at present admin- 
istered, I leave my readers tu judge 
from their own experience. See 
Lyndwood'B Provinciale, I. v. tit. 
15. p. 331, (iibson's Codes, tit. 
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'' Corop. Bp. Andrewes* Precea 
Privatfp, p. j8. 
" Pro Ecclesia Britannica, 

{suppleantur defectus ) . ^^ 
confirmentur reliqua / 
See also ib. p. 251, — "Out Church 
is justly esteemed the bulwark of 
the Keformation ; nor will it be 
auy forfeiture of her character if 
it be acknowledged that she ia not 
perfect." Marshall, Pen. Dia. p. 3. 
' See the Commination Office. 
"Brethren, in the primitive 
Church there was a godly disci- 
pline," &c. &c. " Instead whereof 
(until the said discipline be re- 
stored again, which is much to be 
mislted) it is thought good" — 
to appoint the Commination, 
" with certain Prayers, lo be used 
on the first day of Lent, and 
at other times, as the Ordinary 
shall appoint." See Bp. Cosin, 
in "Additional Notes" to Ni- 
cholls on the Common Prayer, p. 
66. In king Edward's ad Book, 
it stood, "The Commination to 
be used divers times in the year." 
Archbishop Parker, in the visita- 
tion of his province, in 1576, spe- 
cified three times in the year in 
which it was to be used; and the 
bishops generally, in their arti- 
cles of visitation, (by Bucer's sug- 
gestion,) appointed fou 
limes in the year. It is well if | 
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punished in this world, "^that their souls might te 
saved in the day of the Lord ; and that otJterSy ad- \ Tim. ▼. 
monished by their example, might be the more afraid 
to offend." Herein she has warned us of her imper- 
fections. She has herself referred us to the " godly 
* discipline *' of the primitive Church. If we con- 
clude that all is safe, as presuming on her silence, 
and her toleration of our sins, we do it at our peril. 
If we will not have her to reign over us, what can 
she more, but, as it were, wa^h her hands^ and ex- 
claim, "I am innocent of the death of the untrue Compare 
penitent ; see ye to it." — And seeing to it, as we do, 6. 
each for himself, it were strange indeed "*, in a duty 



the service, professedly a tempO' 
rtijry substitute for something bet^ 
ter, and appointed for four times, 
be now used once a-year. It is 
thus W6 have drifted from the 
moorings even of the Reformation 
— itself confessedly imperfect, and 
coming short of the original rock 
of Christ's Church ! 

^ On the two points here speci- 
fied as the main objects of the 
Penitential Discipline, see Com- 
ber's Discourse on Excommuni- 
cation, vol. vii. p. 443 — 7. Mar- 
shall's Pen. Disc. p. 83. 214. Bp. 
Taylor on Rep. ch. x. sect. 4. 
4. 46. vol. ix. p. 254. 

* So also in the Homilies — *'0n 
the Right use of the Church, se- 
cond part," p. 162. " In the pri- 
mitive Church, which was most 
holy and godly, and in which due 
discipline with severity was used 
against the wicked, open offenders 
were not suffered once to enter 



into the house of the Lord, nor 
admitted to Common Prayer, and 
the use of the holy Sacraments, 
with other true Christians, until 
they had done open penance be- 
fore the whole Church." 

"" "Furthermore, because the 
knowledge how to handle our own 
sores, is no vulgar and common 
art, but we either carry towards 
ourselves for the most part, an 
over-soft and gentle hand, fearful 
of touching too near the quick; 
or else endeavouring not to be 
partial, we fall into timorous scru« 
pulosities, and sometimes into 
those extreme discomforts of 
mind, from which we hardly do 
•ever lift up our heads again ; men 
thought it the safest way to dis- 
close their secret faults, and to 
crave imposition of penance from 
them whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath left in his Church to be spi- 
ritual and ghostly physicians, the 
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so difficult, had wo all skill and prudence 
charge it wisely ; or in punishment, where ourselves 
are the sufferers, had wc all iuipartiality, and all for- 
titude not to administer it too tenderly.] What the 
consequences hereafter of this state of things may 
be — how awful, how unlocked for, and irremediable 
— can be known only at the great day: what th^ 
now are, we see but too clearly in boldness and ir- 
reverence, in wilfulness and waywardness, in impa- 
■.3. tience of sound doctrine, in peevishness and wanton- 
ness, in itching ears, in hands which hang down, and 
feeble knees. — Faithless or believing, it shall be to 



guides and pastora of redeemed 
souls, whoBB office doth not only 
eonsiet in general persuasions un- 
lo amemiment of life, but alao in 
the private particular cure of dia- 
eased minds." Hooker, Ecc. Pol. 
lib. vi. c, iv. 5. 7. vol. iii. p. 38. 
"There are many eases of consci- 
ence, which the penitent cannot 
determine, many necessities irhich 
be does not perceive, many duties 
which he omits, many abatements 
of duty which he ignoranlly or 
presumptuously does make ; much 
partiality in the determination of 
his own interests; and lo build 
up a soul requires so much wis- 
dom, BO much severity, so many 
arts, such caution and observance, 
such variety of notices, great learn- 
ing, great prudence, great piety; 



that, s 






tiiy of that charge, and secret em- 
ployment, and conduct of others 
in the more mysterious and diffi- 
cult parts of religion ; so it i« cer- 



tain that there are not many of 
the people that can worthily and 
sufficiently do it themselves : and, 
therefore, although we are not to 
tell a lie for a good end, and that 
it cannot he said that God hath 
by an express law required it, or 
that it is necessary in the nature 
of things ; yet to some persons it 
hath put on go many degrees of 
charity and prudence, and is so 
apt to minister to their superin- 
duced needs ; that although to do 
it is not a necessaty obedieTice, yet 
it is a necessary eharity ; it is not 
necessary in respect of a poaitire, 
express commandment, yet it is 
in order to certain ends, which 
cannot be so well provided for by 
any other instrument : it hath not 
in it an absolute, but it may have 
a relative and superinduced ne- 
cessity." Bp. Taylor on Rep. ch. 
X. sect. iv. 5.43. vol. is. p. JSi. 
Comp. above, p. 38. note ». . 
p. 39. note ». 
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us even as we will. Disbelieve, — value not the offer 
of tfie wedding garment — and what, if we shall find 
none? Truly it is hard to judge in our own cause; 
it is natural to spare and favour ourselves. But the 
time is not" yet come, when we shall be prepared 
to conquer this difficulty, and to escape this tempta- 
tion in the only safe and proper course, by throwing 
ourselves at the Church's feet, and imploring her to 
reassume the functions, of which an undutiful, an 
ungodly, and licentious spirit hath alone deprived her. 
Howbeit, in this deprivation, sho reaps the fitting 
punishment of her ovra backelidings. Ilcr usurpa- 
tion of temporal sway is now visited upon her in the 
loss of her own spiritual, legitimate, and inalienable au- 
thority. These very " Societies," whose cause I plead, 
are but tokens of her disgrace. She receives the 
succour they afford with humiUty and gratitude, aa 
the temporary eoveiing of her nakedness. In the 
judicial suspension of many of her most vital func- 
tions, she accepts it always with all thankfulness 
that her children, each according to liis ability, do 
unto her true and laudable service. Meanwhile, as 



n What we may expect mean- 
while, St. Cyprian has taught us 
by the example of the Decian 
pu^ecution (A.U. »50.) " Domi- 
nna probari familiam Biiitm voluit, 
et quia traditam nobis divinitua 
difciptiitam pai longa comiperat, 
jacentem fidem, et fteae dixerim 
dormieatem, censuru Ci^lesHs erex- 
it." De LapsiB, p. 113. Bishop 
Patrick (on Re|)eutance, p. 47,) 
remitrka : " And that in the cause 



Btill, perhaps, why many puhUc 
judgments of God fall upon ua in 
these days ; because the church is 
negligent in calling offenders to 
an account : and they will not 
judge, that is, afflict tliemselvei 
for their offences." And again, 
at p. 69 — 71, he refers to, and 
a[)epifles several of these pubhc 
judgments, as the flre of London, 
the great plague, &C. &C, 
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acting on her behalf, let us wntch with increased 
fidelity and zeal the sacred deposit of which she is 
the guardian, and the sole lawful and authoritative 
dispenser. As members of her body, as propctgators 
of her doctrine, as promoters of her cause, let us not^ 
go forth, (to expose her weakness,) each in his own 
name, but all in hers. Let us walk only in the paths 
where she guides us — whither she directs and points 
the way. As her Ministers, more especially, — we as- 
cribe not indeed to her the perfection she disclaims, 
nor make our boast of the defects which she laments, 
and which it rather p becomes us, so far as we may, 
to remedy and supply. To this end, we shall take the 
more earnest heed to ourselves, and to the doctrine 
we deliver by her authority; that so we may dimi- 
nish, if it be possible, and not aggravate her ills. 
We shall be very jealous of the least compromise, 
or curtailment, or partial and deceitful handling of 
Jer.v.31. the truth. God forbid that we should be as the pro^ 

£zek. xiii. ^ ^ 

1 4. xsdi. 28. phets who prophesy falsely y davhing the wall with un- 
tempered morter ; or you, my brethren, as the people 
who lone to have it so. Nay rather, as ambassadors of 
Christ and fellow-workers with them, who were eye~ 
witnesses and first ministers of the word^ we desire 
to speak, and to hold the same thing. We build 

o The grant of repentance, as doctrine and discipline of the early 

tending to encourage sin, was one Christians been such as they are 

of the pagan objections to Christi- found at present, in great degree^ 

anity, as preached and practised among oiurselves ? 

in the primitive Church. See P See Comber, " Discourse on 

St.Augustin, serm. cccLii. §. 9. Excommunication," vol. vii. p. 

vol. V. p. 956. What would the 447. And the authors quoted in 

same objectors have said, had the the appendix, chap. iii. passim. 
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not upon the sand of private feeling or of private 
judgment, but upon the rock of Christ's church. 
We make not our own iriaheg, or fears the i Fathers of 
our faith, hut prophets and martyrs, and the saints of 
God. We are not free to suppose lightly that which 
Apostles were so loath to imagine, lest haply we 
engender the disorders we affect to deprecate, and 
promote the evil we apprehend so readily. With 
them, we are not careful to preach what is pleasing, y 
or wise ajler man's wisdom ; but what is true and Gai. i. 
right in the sight of God. We are not bold ton 
explain away the moat awful 'passages of God's 



1 "Thywish waa/fl(Aei-, Harry, 
to that thought," Shak. K. Hen. 
IV. pt. ii. act iv. ec. iv. J yap 
BAtL TK, ToOro «q! ultra.. Thucyd. 

' The texts I mean which speak 
of impardonable sin, and the fear- 
fill state of lapsed Chriatiana — 
Pa. lii. 13. (tha yreoi offence) 
Matt. xii. 31, 33. Mark Ha. ag, 
Luke lii. lo. (rin against the 
Holy Ghost) Heb. vi. 4.-6. (Re- 
pentance impossible) Heb. x. a5, 
37. (teiyut sin after Baptism) 
3 Pet. ii. 31. (tuTning from the 
eonmuaidments} 1 Julin v. 16. 
(tin vnto death) : we may add, 
Mattli. Kivii. 3—5. Acts i. 18. 
[Judas /«rof«Xi(0flt) — texta nu- 
mereuB enough and, if not plain, 
mysteriouB and appalling enough 
to give a colouring of their own 
to every fiiithful delineation of the 
truth, as it is in Christ Jesus ; 
but which are too often explained 
away, or got rid of altogether as 
inappUcahle to ourselves at the 
prevent time. So Bishop Burnet, 



(On the 39 Articles, p. 193.) "AH 
things of extreme severity in a 
doctrine that is so full of grace 
and mercy as the Gospel is, ought 
to be restrained as much as may 
be. From thence we infer, that 
those dreadful tvords of our Sa- 
viour (Matt. xii. 31, 31.) ought to 
be restrained to the subject to 
which they are apphed, and ought 
not to be carried further. Since 
nniraclea have ceased, no man u 
any more capable of this sin." 
{Just retiersely St. Auguatin ar- 
gues, that Christians may very 
posaibly, wliereas the Jews per- 
haps hardly could, be guilty of (4e 
sin against the Uoty Ghost. De 
Senn. in Mont. lib. i. §. 73. vol. 
iii. port. ii. p. 142. See above, 
p. 18. note ", and comp. p. 13. 
note 4 : and in another place, he 
distinctly asserts, " Qui in Eccle- 
aia remitti peccata non credens 
contemnit tantam divini muneris 
largitatem, et in bac obatinatioDe 
mentis diem claudit extremum. 
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word, which the iloiy Ghost has set up, in mercy, 
as beacons upon the rocks and shoals of sin, for a 
warning to careless and ungodly men, lest we be found 
unjust stewards, not only of the mysteries, but also 
of the manifold grace of God. We would not frus- 
trate the design of Christ in his Church, which it is 

ii.t4.0ur office to promote — the design to purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

iL 15. Fain would we speak and ea-hort and rebuke with all 
authority ; or if so be that ye abide not the proof of 
Christ, speaking in us, we certify you openly, from 
whence ye are fallen. We conceal not the fact, 
that the Catholic Church, in her primitive and 
purest age, had * other measures of Sin and of Repent- 



reuM ett Olo iiremiBBibili pei%ato 
in Spiritual Sanctum, &c." En- 
chir, de Fid. &c. $. 33. vol. vi. 
p. 167,) Bishop Tomline (Ele- 
mentB of Christian Theology, vol. 
ii. p. 394.) saya, "There eeema to 
be no ground in Scripture for 
considering any degree or speciea 
of sin aa at tkU time necessarily 
nnpardonable. " (See, on the 
other band, St. Chrysost. Horn. 
xxxi. in Ep. ad Hehr. cap. xii. 
vol. idi. p. 387. (OTii' apa ifiapT^- 
futra liiTovoias jKifowa), Dr. Hey 
(on 39 Art. vol. iii, p. 474.) speaks 
with rather more caution ; and 
admits that such texts " might 
leave an awful diffidence on the 
mind, as no part of Scripture 
should be neglected." (See also 
ibid. p. 439, 478. 483). With 
respect to these and similiir texts, 
in general, one is tempted to ask; 



Is it not strange that no one 
Bhoiild shrink from the responsi- 
bility of acting as his own Inter- 
preter, his own Confessor, his 
own Penitentiary, when the appli- 
cation of such language may be 
lying at his own door ? 

■ See Appendix, ch. iv. — Thus 
Tertullian describes the manner 
of the Primitive Repentance 1 
" Animum mteroribus dejicere; 
ilia, quse peccavit, tristi tractatione 
mutare 1 cjeterum paatum et po- 
tum pura nosse, non ventris scili- 
cet Bed anim^e causa; plerumque 
vero jejuniia preces alere, tnge- 
miseere, lacrymari, mugire dies 
noctesque ad Dominum Deum 
suum, Presbyteris advolvi, et carii 
Dei adgeniculari, omnibus fratii- 
buB legationes deprecationis Blue 
injungere. llsfc omnia Exomo- 
logeais, &c." DePom.e.is. (See 
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ance, than those with which we are now familiar : 
she judged more gravely, determined with more 
^.diffidence, acquitted not so easily, bound far more 



this passage continued in App. c.ii. 
and Pacian, quoted below^ p.64.n. 
\) — "Veterum multi intellexere 
peecatum ad mortem esse peccatum 
ejus, qui baptizatus esset, non ta- 
men omne quod ciun aliqua deli- 
beratione aut spatio ad deliberan- 
dum dato fieret; sed aliquod ex 
illis gravissimis, putaldololatriam, 
Homicidium, Adulterium. Talia 
enim qui admisisset post Baptis- 
mum, plerisque in locis nunquam 
ledpiebatur ad communionem, ut 
nee in aliis criminibus, si quis 
iterum lapsus esset. Non ex- 
dudebantur quidem tales destricte 
a misericordia Dei, sed ob incer- 
tum eventus Ecclesia sponsor esse 
nolebat. Tertulliani tempore Epi- 
scopus Romanus ad Poenitentiam 
recepit semel in adulteriiun delap- 
808 : eamque sententiam, quam- 
quam multum exagitatam a Ter- 
tulliano, non plane novam fuisse 
Romse ostendit Pastor Hermae. 
Cypriani tempore de lapsis in Ido- 
lolatriam vel adulterium varia fait 

observatio etiam in Africa 

Neque enim credebant hominem 
svbito purgari, sed quo crimen 
esset graviuSy eo tarditts ac diffi^ 
ciUus, Idque probatum in^ Sy- 
nodo Nicaena magna, quae diu 
legula fiiit Ecclesiastici regiminis ; 
et in Idololatriam deliberato lapsis 
prsescriptum tempus Poenitentiae 
annorum undecim, aliis aliquanto 
minus pro criminum gravitate . . . 
Et quidem quod ad mores anti- 



quos attinet, res sic se habet. £t 
ad eos mores hunc locum referunt 
Ambrosius, aliique." Grotius on 
I John V. 1 6. " Those holy and 
wise men, who were our fathers 
in Christ, did well weigh the dan- 
gers into which a sinning man 
had entered, and did dreadfully 
fear the issues of divine anger; 
and therefore, although they 
openly taught that God hath set 
open the gates of mercy to all worthy 
penitents, yet concerning Repent' 
ance they had other thoughts than 
we have J and that in the pardon 
of sinners there are many more 
things to be considered besides 
the possibility of having the sin 
pardoned." Bishop Taylor on 
Rep. ch. ix. sect. iii. §. 34. vol. ix. 
p. 198. See also ibid. §. 28 — 30. 
p. 196, 7. And ch. viii. sect. vii. 
§. I. p. 158. "We usually reckon 
ourselves to be too soon in God's 
favour." 

* See Bp. Taylor on Rep. chap. 
X. sect. iii. §. 26. vol. ix. p. 195. 
" The Church many times could 
not give a competent judgment, 
whether any man that had com- 
mitted great sins, had made his 
amends, and done a sufficient 
penance," &c. &c. " For after 
great crimes, the state of a sinner 
is very deplorable, by reason of 
his uncertain pardon; not that 
it is uncertain whether God >vill 
pardon the truly penitent, but 
that it is imcertain who is so." 



i 



58 

painfully, loosed much less Iia8tily«<-«aad (may we* 

each receive and profit by the fearful lesson whicln 

the fact conveys !) loosed " never again, but once for 

all, once only. But above all, my Brethren, in the 

name of Christian Knowledge, and of Evangelical 

Truth, we affirm constantly^ that the grand privilege 

of the Grospel, which we preach unto you, is not a 

Matt liL life of sin, but a life of holiness : otherwise the a>xe 

V. 12. ' has NOT been laid to the root of the trees ; otherwise 

Matt V.I 7. Christ came not to fidjil the law^ but to destroy ; 

Jdrnxvi 7. otherwise it is not ea^edient for tis that He went 

away. No ! my Brethren ; were the evidence for 

the eflScacy of Repentance in the case of wicked. 

Matt. XXV. and disobedient, nay, even of unprofitahle Christians, 

a thousand times more abundant and more conclu'- 

* " As Baptism^ so Penance Poenit. cap. 7. See also the pas- 
was hut once administered sage from Tertull. (ibid. cap. 9.) 

or at most hut once for the same quoted by Hooker, book vi. c. iii. 

offence,^* Marshall, Pen. Disc. §. i. p. 7. note. St. August. Ep. 

p. 29. See also ibid. pp. 41. 81, cliii. §. 7. vol. ii. p. 399. and Ori- 

83. 104. III. 113. " Ideo dico gen, in Levit. Hom. ii. §. 4. (see 

tibi, quod post vocationem illam Append, ch. iv.) Gieseler's Text- 

magnam et sanctam, si quis tenta- book of Eccles. Hist. vol. i. p. 

tus fuerit a Diabolo, et peccaverit, 108. — Since the text above, and 

unam poenitentiam habet. Si au- so much of this note was written, 

tem subinde peccet, et poeniten' I find Cotelerius, in his learned 

tiam agat, non proderit homini Comment upon Hermas, (Patr. 

talia agenti ; difficile enim vivet Apost. vol. i. p. 89.) raises some 

Deo." Herm. Past. lib. ii. man- doubt as to ' the fact' in question, 

dat. iv. §.3. *' Sicut unum Bap- or rather as to the strict and uni- 

tisma, ita una pcmitentia, quae versal observance of it in all cases, 

tamen publice agitur," Ambros. though supported, as he fully ad- 

de Poenit. lib. ii. cap. 10. " Col- mits, by very many and weighty 

locavit in vestibulo poenitentiam testimonies. I think it right to 

secundam, quae pulsantibus pate- mention this here ; referring the 

faciat ; sed jam semel, quia jam reader, for further information 

secundo, sed amplius nunquam, upon the point, to the Appendix^ 

quia proxime frustra." Tertull.de chap. iv. 
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siye than it is, let ns never imagine ^ that the main 
privilege, the grace, the glory of the Gospel consists 
in this — ^that herein is fulfilled the promise of the 
Father ; that such is the knowledge of salvation given Luke i. 
unto its through the tender mercy of our God ; but 
rather that we being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies^ sin and death, the world, th^ flesh, and the 
devil, should now serve Him without fear^ in holiness 
and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 
Yes, my brethren, without fear; — ^in hope and love;-^ 
this is your blessed privilege ; your glorious inherit- 
ance ; ye who have not grieved the Spirit^ or forfeited Eph. iv. 30. 

Tit ii II 

your assured portion in the grace of God ; who by pa- Rom. k 7. 
tient continuance in well doing , seek for glory and ho^ 
nour and immortality — to you is the word of this salva^ 
tion sent. This is the covenant which the Lord hath Heb. x. 16. 
made with you : and this, if only you are true to 
yourselves, and to the Spirit which dwelleth in you, 
is yours for ever ; and ye are Chris fs, and Christ is 
God's. — Remember^ therefore^ I beseech you^ how ye 
have received and heard, and hold fa^t and repent. 

But alas! for the multitudes in this Christian 
land, to whom such warning comes too late ; whose 
salvation is now not nearer, but infinitely y further 
than when they believed ; whose repentance, where- 



* See I Taa. i. 8 — 11. Rom. ii. 
6 — 16. I Pet. i. 22 — 35. iv. 6. 
Bev. xiv. 6, 7. — On the true grace 
of the Gospel, as distinguished 
from the Law, see St. Justin Mar- 
tyr, and Origen, quoted in App. 
di. iv. Tertull. de Pudicit. cap. vi. 
Bp. Taylor on Repent, chap. iii. 



sect. iv. §. I — 7. 21. vol. viii. pp. 
389. 301 . And above, note *, p. 31 . 
y The Primitive Church made 
restoration more difficult than ad^ 
mission. The Penitent passed 
through more stages, and was 
longer detained from communion 
than the Catechumen. As he had 
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by they " forsook sin/' has been but in word only ; 
who have not remembered^ and held fasU but wil- 
fully forgotten, and abandoned all that they have 

Heb. X. 29. heard and received ; counting^ as it were, the bhod 
of the covenanty wherewith they have been sanctified^ 
an unholy thing, and doing despite unto tJie Spirit of 
^ace. Still, as we have already said, blessed be 
God, of His infinite mercy and long-suffering, there 
is hope of pardon and reconciliation even for such as 
these y. There are words of life by which we may 
be able to assuage even this bitterness, to remove a 
greai portion even of this disease. * Not that we 
may venture lightly to regard the case of any such ; 

Acts iii. 19. to bespeak them softly, Repent and be converted y as 
though the good tidings of great joy had never be- 
fore been sounded in their ears ; to pronounce their 

2 Sam. xii. hasty welcomo in God's name, as though no occor- 
sion had been given to the enemies of the Lord to 

iMatt. XX. blaspheme ; to invite them freely into the vineyard 
at the eleventh hour, as though no man had hired 

isai.iv. I. them; to bid them who have polluted ^the waters, 

x^X^r^.to come, buy wine and milk, without money and 

27. xxii. 

^7* ^4* contracted more guilt, by abusing sin is clamorous, or scandalous, 

bis knowledge of the Gospel, he or habitual, they ought not to be 

was regarded as further from sal- too easy in speaking peace to such 

vation than a very heathen. See persons, to whom God hath so 

Marshall, pp. 66, 67. Comp. St. fiercely threatened death eternal," 

August. £p. xciii. vol. ii. p. 191. Bp. Taylor on Rep. ch. ix. sect. iii. 

■ *' In smaller offences, and the §. 33. vol. ix. p. 198. C6mp. 

seldom returns of sin intervening below, p. 62, note '. 

in a good or a probable life, the * The waters of Isaiah are r6 

curates of souls may make safe vdmp rrjs {^arjs of Revelations : 

and prudent judgments. But and compare this with t6 vd»p r6 

when the case is high, and the ^(uy in John iv. 10, 11. 
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without price ; to *• reinstate them in the full 
joy of present assurance, or the abuniiant hope 
of future blessedness, as though they had never 
fallen ; to encourage tliem to seize at once with 
violent and grasping hands, upon all the promises of 
the Gospel, while they attach no essential value to 
its ordinances, and pay but a faint, partial self-willed 
obedience to its commands. "^ No ! my brethren, this 
is to speak ^ peace where there is no peace, to preach 
" a frivolous, frustrate, false security," to skin the 
wound that must first be probed, to drug the waking 
conscience, and to cast sorrow into a deadly sleep, to 
risk *the safety of the ninety and nine, and yet not 



D marg. i Cor, i 



a Pet. i 



= " Let no man bstooforward in 
saying his bid ispardoned,forour 
present persuasione are too gay 
and conlideiit) anil that which is 
nitt Repentance eufficient for a 
luatful ihouHht, or one single act 
of UDcleannesB, or intemperance, 
we usually reckon to be the very 
porch of Heaven, and expiatory of 
the vileBt and roost habitual 
erimeB. It were well if the 
Bpiritual and the curates of souls 
were not the authors or encou- 
racers of this Inoseness of confi- 
dence and credulity. To confess 
and to absolve is all the method 
of our modem repentance even 
when it is the moat severe," Bp. 
Taylor on Rep. chapt. ix. sect. vi. 
§. 68. vol. ix. p. JI7. 

•I See Hooker, book vi. e. v, 5. 
8. " Such facility giveth not, but 



rather taketh away peace, &c. Sic. ;" 
quoted from St. Cyjirian. See the 
whole extract vol. iii. p. 85 note. 
Keble'a edit. " Eraerait. . . . novum 
genua cladis ; . . . . sub misericor- 
dia titulo malum falleng, et htanda 
pemicies. Contra evangelii vigo- 
rem, contra Domini ac Dei legem, 
temerilate quorundam laxatur jn- 
cautis communicalio. irrita etfaha 
pax, periculota dantibus, et nihil 
accipientibiu prqfutuTa. Non qute- 
runt sanitatis patientiam, nee ve- 



On this use oisatirfactio, and what 
is to be understood by it (vjk, 
" all the parts and exercises of Re- 
pentance") see Hooker, ibid. c. v. 
J. 6. p. 7;, 78. Heylyn'a Theolog. 
Veter. p. 455. Bp. Taylor on 
Rep. ch. X. eect. vi. vol. ix, p, 

' On the real mpmdenee {to 
look no further) of this mode of 
preaching, which 
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save the sheep that was lost, and thiis to bring down 
the blood of the fold upon our owli heads. No ! my 
brethren, I repeat, as partakers with the Apostles, 
and with the Church of God, we must speak plainly 
and honestly. The word which the Lord hath put into 
our mouthy that must we speak. ^It is no trifling duty; 
no easy or unpainful task that such penitents have 
to perform ; by which, if it please God, their soiil 
shaU come again to them, as it were the soul ^ of a 
little child. It is no feigned or slight sorrow, no 
partial or imperfect conversion, that will serve their 



adopted, in defiance of the better 
judgment, and defended, on the 
plea of policy, or even of necessity, 
under the present degenerate and 
corrupt state of our Church in a 
great proportion of its members, 
see Bp. Andrewes' Serm. viii. on 
Rep. p. 355, fol. ed. " For I re- 
port me to you: let it be but 
knowne to the flesh that this same 
light, or sleight repentance shall 
not serve the tmrne, but to a round 
reckoning it shall come, and make 
foil accompt to taste of these 
fruits^' (the medicinal fruits of 
Repentance) '' throughly, without 
hope of being dispensed with ; 
whether it will not take off the 
edge of our appetite, and make it 
more dull, and fearefull to offend ? 
On the other side let it be con- 
sidered whether this be not to lay 
the bridle on the neck of concu- 
piscence to powre itselfe into all 
riot, if, sinning, it know it shall 
be dispatched with any Repent- 
ance, never so short and shallow, 
as ' Doe no more so and all is 



well?' Whether, I say, this will 
not make all the sappe goe downe, 
as wee shall never seefndt come: 
nay whether it bee not to destroy 
fruit, and tree and all." See also 
Bp. Patrick on Repeatanee, p. 
65, 66, 

t See Hooker, book vi. c. iii. 
$. 5. p. 14. Bp. Taylor on Rep. 
book X. sect. v. §. 71. vol. ix. p. 
371-2. where the following is 
quoted from Salvian : " Non levi 
agendum est contritione, ut debita 
ilia redimantiu:, quibus mors 
setema debetur; nee transitoria 
opus est satisfactione pro malis 
illis, propter quae paratus est ignis 
seternus." See also ibid. c. viii. 
sect. viii. §. 74. p. 175. Compare 
above, p. 60. note *. 

» Matt, xviii. 3. Verily I say 
unto you, except ye be converted 
and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter (ov fiq tlcriXBijre, 
there is no hope, or thought of 
your entering) into the kingdom 
of heaven. 
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turn. If they are now to be saved, it must he so as t Cor. iu. 
iy fire. — Cleanse your hands^ ye sinners ; and purify jajDmW.s, 
your hearts^ ye doublemi?ided. Be c^idedy andmoum^ 
and weep : let your laughter be turned to^ mourning^ 
and your joy to heaviness.^' Call it ^ repentance — 
but it is a J heavy and a grievous repentance. We 



^ '* Where ntvdos and KaTri<f>€ia 
are as full for the New*' (Testa- 
ment) " as planctus and fletus'' 
(of Joel ii. 13) "are for the Old. 
These two : both these and neither 
to spare : and we have not learnt, 
we hold not, we teach not any 
other repentance. There is a false 
imputation cast on us, that we 
should teach, there goeth nothing 
to repentance but amendment of 
Kfej that these o£ fasting and the 
rest we let run by, as the waste 
of repentance : nay, that for fast- 
ing we doe indicerejejuniumjejuniis, 
we proclaim a fast from it, and 
teach a penitence with nothing 
penal in it. That therefore this 
text by name, and such other, we 
shim and shift, and dare not come 
near them. Not come near them ? 
As near as we can by the grace 
of God, that the world may know, 
and all here beare witnesse, we 
teach and we presse both." Bp. 
Andrewes' Serm. (iv. on Rep.) 
p. 205. fol. edit. 

*See£piphaniu8,and St.Clement 
of Alexandria, quoted above, p. 2 1 . 
note*, and Eulogius, at p. 5. note*'. 
" Poenitentise tertium genus— 
est poenitentia gravior, atque luc* 
tuosior, in qua proprie vocantur 
in Ecclesia poenitentes, remoti eti- 
am a sacramentis altaris partid- 



pandis, ne accipiendo indigne/u- 
dicium sibi manducent, et bibant. 
Ilia vero poenitentia luctuosa est ; 
grave vulnus est; adulterium forte 
commissum est, forte homicidium, 
forte ahquod sacrilegium; gravis 
res, grave vulnus, lethale, mortu 
ferum : sed omnipotens medicus." 
St. Augustm, serm. ccchi. §. 8. 
vol. V. p. 955. See also above, 
p. 36, note ™. " Est adhuc, licet 
dura et laboriosa, per poenitentiam 
remissio peccatorum; cum lavit 
peccator in lacrymis stratum su- 
um, et fiunt ei lacrymse suae panes 
die ac nocte; et cum non erube- 
scit sacerdoti Domini indicare 
peccatum suum, et quserere medi- 
cinam. In quo impletur et illud, 
quod Jacobu^ apostolus dicit 
(v. 14), Si quis autem injirmatur, 
8cc," Ongen. in Levit. horn. 2. 
(quoted, in part, by Marshall, 
Pen. Disc. p. 76, note.) " Si vero 
quisque conscientiam suam intus 
interrogans, facinus aliquod capi* 
tale commisit, si velum baptismi 
vel tunicam et speciosam virginl> 
tatis holosericam coeno commaca« 
lati pudoris infecit; si in semet 
ipso novum hominem nece homi- 
nis ocddit; — ^hsec atque hujusmodi 
commissa expiari penitus com- 
mum et mediocri vel seereim satiS" 
factione non possunt, sed graves 
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Acts yiii. 
12. 24. 



dare not confound its nature, or give it a name whicfa 
is not its own. It is written indeed — but written 
in characters not for him that reads to run on still 
in his wickedness, but to shrink and tremble. Pray 
God^ if perhaps the thought of thine Jieart may be for* 
given thee. — Pray ye to the Lord for me. — ^were it 
even so with us, this were a fearful case : how much 
more when many have ^ need to pray, and fast, and 
give alms, and confess, and mourn, and himible, and 
judge, and afflict, and abhor themselves, if^ perhaps 
the gall of bitterness of all the thoughts of a corrupt 
heart, the bond of iniquity of years misspent, or spent 
in sin, may be forgiven them ; with no prayers of 
the church to intercede in their behalf; and still re- 
2 Tim. ii. mombering, first and last, that repentance is the gift 
Rom. ii. 24. of God : that it is no ordinary grace for which they 



Acts viii. 



caus€B graviores et acriores et 
ptiblicas euros requirunt,** Sal- 
vian. (Quoted by Hooker^ book 
vi. ch. vi. §. 6. p. 31.) 

^ See Appendix, ch. iv. passim. 
Bp. Taylor on Rep. chap. x. sect, 
vi. vol. ix. p. 272 — 83 ; and Mar- 
shall, Pen. Disc. p. 76 — 81. At 
p. 78, the following extract is 
given from Pacian (Paraen. ad 
Poenit.) : " Ne haec quidem, quae 
videri etiam a sacerdote possunt, 
et episcopo teste laudari, ne hsec 
quidem quotidiana servamus ; flere 
in conspectu Ecclesiae, perditam 
vitam sordida veste lugere, jeju- 
nare, orarcy provolvi; si quis ad 
balneum vocet, recusare delicias; 
si quis ad convivium vocet, dicere 
' Ista felicibus ! Ego deliqui in 
Dominum, et periclitor in seter- 
num perire ! Quo n^hi epulas, qui 



Dominum Isesi.' Tenere prsterea 
pauperum manuSy viduas obse- 
crare, Presbyteris advohn, exora* 
tricem Ecclesiam deprecari j omnia 
prius tentare, quam pereas." See 
also Tertull. quoted above p. 56. 
n. '. St. Greg. Nyssen quoted in 
Append, ch. iv. St. Chrysost. de 
Diab. Tentat. Horn. ii. vol. ii. p. 
266. De Poenit. Hom. ii. iii. pas- 
sim, vol. ii. p. 287. In Ep. ad Heb. 
Hom. ix. §. 5. vol. xii. p. 100. 

^ Though it be certain in reli- 
gion that whoever repents shall 
be pardoned, yet it is a long time 
before any man hath repented 
worthily; and it is as uncertain in 
what manner, and in what mea- 
sures, and in what time, God will 
give us pardon." Bp. Taylor on 
Rep. ch. X. sect. ii. §.8. vol. ix. 
p. 225. See the whole section. . 
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must now look to Him only, whom the}/ have pierc- 
ed : no ■" momentary change which they may expect 
from him, who alone can even yet turn them, and^t 
they shall be (mtied. After a life passed in wilful l 
Tiolatiou of the allegiance they had vowed, and in 
the habitual eervico of the powers they had renounc- 
ed, they may begin to cry Lord, Lord, in the hours' 
of sickness, or upon the bed of death, but " who can p 
tell that it shall then be possible to renew them 
again unto sincere repentance, or to fit and pre- 
pare them for the presence of a God, teho is ofn 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity f Of such late 
and imperfect penitents we cannot '"' doubt many 



" Numquid ergo, ait, proliitus 
putBS aboleri dclicta eorum, qui 
Bgunt poemCentiara ? Ntnt proinde 
ctyiitimio; sed oportet eum, qui 
Bgit poBiiiteatiam, aJHigere animam 
Buam, et humilem se piseatare in 
omni Degotio, et vexationce multaB 
variasque perferra ; cumque per- 
pesBUB fuerit oniDia, qute illi in- 
Btituta fuerint, tone foraitan qui 
eum ereavit, commuvebitur erga 
euni dementia sua, et aliquod re- 
medium dabit." Herm. Psat. 
lib. iii. simil. vii. (quoted by Mar- 
shall, Pen. Disc. p. 30.) See 
also Grotiua, on i John v. 16, 
ijuoted above, p. 57, note '. And 
Dr. Hey on tbe Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles, voL iii. p. 480. 

n See Bisbop Taylor on Rep. 

Tol. ix. pp, 195. 197, 395. and p. 
1 90, where the following is quoted 
from Isidore, " He who, bring 
mckedly, repenta in the time of 



his death, as his damnation is 
uncertain, so his pardon ia doubt- 
ful." And again, ibid. chap. s. 
sect. vii. p. 290, "Therefore, be- 
sides chose many and great con- 
Bideratione, which I have before 
represented, upon this account 
alone repentance must not be put 
off to our death-bed, because our 
fear must pass into love, before 
our eins are taken off by pardon." 
See also Bishop Patrick on Bep, 
p. 83, 

"o See Bp. Andrewes' Serm. i. 
on Rep. p. 181. foL edit. Bishop 
Taylor ibid, chap, viii. sect, 5. p. 
154, Compare St. Matthew xxv. 
13. — " Labor vero iate paucorum 
est, qui post cesum resurgunt, qui 
post vulneia convalescunt, qui 
lacrymosia vocibua adjuvantur, qui 
camis interitu reriviacunt." Pacian 
Epist. iii. ad SemproD, (quoted by 
Marshall, p. 80.) 
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Lakeziu. 



P8.zxxiv. 

i8. 

Ps. czlyii.3. 

a Cor. ii. 6. 



Gal. yi. i. 
3 Cor. ii. 7. 

2 Cor. ii. 8. 

1C0r.iz.a7. 



Luke zzi. 
36. zviii. I. 
Eph. vi. 18. 



shall strive to enter in^ but shall not be able. 
We may indeed (and it is our most blessed 
and awful privilege) bind up the wounds of 
every one who is of a contrite heart. In the bit- 
terness of his punishment^ no longer inflicted of 
many,, but of one, even of his own penitent and 
conscious ^^pirit, we shall seek to restore and to 
comfort him with all ?neeknesSy lest perhaps such an 
one shovM be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow: 
yea how joyfully shall we confirm our love towards 
him ; considering ourselves, lest in the multitude of 
our sins we also be tempted and become as cast- 
aways! " 

Finally, Brethren, as we have all professed re- 
pentance, as a condition of our baptism, so may we 
all fulfil the same : — ^ praying always ; abounding 



o On these three. Prayer, Fast- 
ing, and Ahns, necessary not only 
as good works, but as fruits of 
Repentance, see St. Augustin, 
quoted above, p. 9. note ", and 
Serm. cccli. §. 6. vol. v. p. 945. 
'* De quotidianis peccatis hoc di- 
cimus; pro quibus etiam sacrin- 
cia eleemosynarum, jejuniorum, ^et 
ipsarum orationum ac supplica' 
tionum quisque pro suis viribus 
offerre non cessat." And agam, 
ibid. §. 12. p. 950. "Non enim 
sufficit mores in melius commu- 
tare, et a factis malis recedere; 
nisi etiam de his, quae facta sunt, 
satisfiat Deo per Poenitentiae dolo- 
rem, per humilitatis gemitum, per 
contriti cordis sacrificium, cooper 
rantibus eleemosynis," Hooker, 



book vi. c. 5. §. 6. "Amongst the 
works of satisfaction, the most re- 
spected have been always these 
three, prayers, fasts, and almS' 
deeds" Bishop Taylor on Rep. 
chap. X. sect. vi. passim, and sect, 
iz. §. 114. " Fasting, prayers, and 
alms together are the best penances 
or acts of exterior repentance in 
the world." (vol. ix. p. 304.) Bi- 
shop Andrewes' Serm. viii. on Rep. 
p* 253. fol. ed. " So the triplicitie 
stands thus : for spirituall sinners, 
prayers and workes of devotion : 
for fleshly, workes pertaining to 
castigo corpus meum: for world- 
ly, almes and works of charity, 
and compassion. Let me shew 
you them briefly.' 
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always in all good works of alms, and charity ; and i Pet. 
humbling ourselves in the sight of the Lord^ in the i8, 19] 
appointed fasts, and days of abstinence ; that at the James 
day of retribution He may lift us up! P The Bap- 
tist has tau&:ht us that if we would be wanmed to Matt, i 

° Seeals 

flee from the wrath to come, ^ there is no other Acts an 
course — we must bring forth fruits meet and worthy 
of the repentance we profess. Members of the 
Church, promoting and propagating her doctrines, 
it were the grossest inconsistency in us not to 
practise in our own persons the duties which she 
prescribes — ^not to observe all things whatsoever 
she has appointed ; to omit to pray when she invites 
us— to disdain to fast when she ^ bids us — to refuse 
to do alms when she entreats us. The obligation 
upon us is 8 twofold : as Christians, and churchmen, 
we have a duty to perform; as penitents, we have 

P See also the words of our where, a new, a shorter course. . . 
Lord hhnself: Every branch in ..This way, this fashion of re- 
fill that beareth not fruit he taketh penting, St. John knew it not : it 
away : and every branch that bear^ is farre from his fructus dignos : 
ethfiruit, he purgethit, thatitmay St. Paul knew it not: it is far 
bring forth more fruit." John xv. from his opera digna : and I can 
2. Compare Heb. vi. 10. Matt. x. say little to it, but I pray God it 
43. XX. 3 1 — 46. The Collect for deceive us not. It is not good 
the twenty-fifth Sunday after Tri- trying conclusions about our souls, 
nity and the last Collect in the Here is the plaine way &c." ibid. 
Commination service, " Be favour- p. 258. 

able, O Lord, be favourable to thy ' See " Documentary Illustra- 

people, who turn to thee in weep- tions, &c. of the Thirty-iiine Arti- 

ing, fasting, and praying." See cles," by the Rev. W. B. Heath- 

also Bishop J. B. Sumner, " Apo- cote, pp. 158—162, where the ex- 

stohcal Preaching," p. 25 1 . tracts from the Books of Homilies 

Q See Bishop Andrewes' Serm. are given in full, 
vii. on Rep.) pp. 242-4, fol. ed. b gee Bishop Andrewes, quoted 

And again (Serm. viii. on Rep.) in the next page. 
" We have learned, I know not 

f3 
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a discipline to undergo. Are we conscious of 
grievous sins — of wilful disobedience^ or forgetful- 
ness of God — of a wanton, sensual spirit--of covet* 
ousness, and worldly lusts, inconsistent with the 

L 13. hopes and calling of one, who confesses thai he is 
a stranger and a pilgrim on the earth — ^we shall 
give the more freely ; not as a deed of love and charity 

xiii. only, or as an offering and sacrifice to 6od^ but also, 
when occasion so requires, as an act of ^ corrective 



t " Nihil aliud ag^t, quern ve- 
raciter poenitet^ nisi ut id quod 
mali fecerit, impunitum esse non 
sinat. £0 quippe modo sibi non 
parcenti ills parcit^ cujus altmn, 
juBtumque judicium nullus con- 
temptor evadit." St. August. £p. 
cliii. vol. ii. p. 399. " Hoc (pec- 
catum) igitur sine poena ejus qui 
committit non potest aboleri ; at-, 
que ideo non potest esse impuni- 
tum, et [cum] poenitendo sanatur; 
ipsa enim qfflictio pcmitentis pcena 
peccati est, quamvis medicinalis 
et salubris." Idem Qusest. in 
Num. lib. iy. quaest. xxv. vol. iii. 
p. 402. " Saevi in te, ut Deus in- 
tercedat tibi, et non damnet te. 
Peccatum enim sine dubitatione 

puniendum est aut a te, aut 

ab Ipso. Si punitur a te, time pu- 
nietur sine te : si vero a te non 
punitur, tecum punitur." Idem, 
Serm. xxix. §.6. vol. v. p. 105. and 
see the same doctrine repeated 
Serm. xix. §.2. ibid. p. 71 ; cxiii. 
§. 2. ibid. p. 397 5 cclxxviii. §. 12. 
ibid. p. 787 ; ccxcvi. §. 10. ibid, 
p. 838. Enchir. de Fid. &c. §. 17. 
vol. vi. p. 162. See also Hooker, 
book vi. chap. v. §.6. "All offices 



of Repentance have these two pro- 
perties ; there is in performance of 
them painfulness, and in their na- 
ture a contrariety to sin. The one 
consideration causeth both, in 
Holy Scripture and dsewhere, to 
be termed judgment, or revenge, 
tcJcen voltmtarily upon ourselves, 
8cc." Bishop Andrewes, Serm. viiL 
on Rep. p. 254. fol. ed. " The 
work of any virtue. , . . undertaken 
with a mind and intent, or as wee 
say, animo corrigendi, enjo3med 
eo nomine, referred to that, sdters 
the nature and becomes a worice 
of justice corrective, and so a fruit 
of Repentance. For even in these 
three, before remembred, (almef, 
fasting, and prayer,) so it goes," 
&c. Bishop Taylor on Rep. chap. 
X. sect. ii. §. 20. " Such a sensi- 
tive grief," (shewn in external 
acts,) " . . . . prevents God's anger 
by being a punishment of our- 
selves, a condemnation of the sin- 
ner, and a taking vengeance of 
ourselves, for our having offended 
God," p. 234, and ibid. sect. ix. 
p. 300. Bishop Patrick on Rep. 
P- 32. 37- 48. 
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justice on oursiilves — as condemning and punishing 
in ourseWee the acts and desires, tlie occasions and 
incentives of sin, and selfishness, for which we know 
and confess the wrath of God to be due. " So may 
we judge ourselves that toe be not judged of the'Cor.*!- 
Lord ! So may we chasten ourselves that we be 
not condemned with the world! So may we imi- 
tate the fethers of our faith, if not in the wholesome 
discipline of Repentance, "until," in God's good time, 
"the eaid discipline be restored again," — yet, even 
now, in the free spirit of its fruits. What blessed 
results abounded from their severer system we 
know well. Where there was peradventure over- 1 Cat. li. 7. 
much sorrow for sin, there was also excess of boun- 
tifiilness. To their power, yea, and beyond their *Cov.'m\.z- 
power, they were willing of themselves. — The tree is 
known by its fruits. They were ministering to the 
temporal necessities of afflicted saints. It is our 
higher office to succour and relieve the graver 
necessities of perishing sinners. We are called upon 
this day, each according to his ability, to Promote 
the Knowledge, and to Propagate the Gospel, of 
JesuB our Saviour. Christ himsolf stands at the 



■ HtpX riiiav (Sav. et Ben. editt.) 
aurStt iUiir Xo^ufio', ^^v a(rut 
Karrfyopijirsijfuv' ovras i^iXttiitr6fxt~ 
6a rbv KpiTTiv. Clirya. Hum, itxii, 
in Ep. ad Hebr. vol. xii. iSij, a. 
(quoted hy Hooker, EccleB. Polity, 
book vi. chap. v. §.6, but incor- 
rectly in the first worda, — intav 
Tiip). " Agite p<tmtt!ndam, id eat 
u vobie ipsis de prsteritia 



peccatis ...... ut ae ipaam amma 

punienB compungat, ne in Dei ju- 

dicio damnata torqueatur 

Quid enim jusIiuB quam ut aula 
unuBquiaque peccatia, quam alienia 
potiua iraacatur, isqae ipsam pa- 
men* mactet Deo." St. Augustin. 
Edott. in Psalm iv. $.6. vol.iv. 
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door and bess. His naked and tattered body is 
our mendicaS. As we have pierced it with our 
sins, so let us now cover it with the robe of charity. 
Let us save it, as &r as we may, from the sins of 
others. We have seen what is the balance of God's 
truth ; let us remember what is the measure of his 
mercy. *As our Repentance is, so is our pardon. 
As our sins have been, so should be our Repent- 
Gai.Ti.7. ance. Be not deceived — God is not mocked-^for 
1 Cor.ix.6. whatsoever a man sowethy that shall he also reap. He 
which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly. He 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

^ See Bishop Taylor on Rep. mus." So Bishop Patrick on Rep. 

chap.x. sect. vi. §. 76. vol. ix. p. p, 38^ 39: quoting St. Ambrose; 

276. and ibid. sect. ix. p. 304^ ^'according to the weight of the 

where the following is quoted from guilty must be the greatness of the 

St. Cyprian : *' Quam magna de- Repentance." Comp. Rev. xviii. 7. 
liquimus> tarn granditer deflea- 



As the Appendix contains matters intended^ more par- 
ticularly, Ad Clerum^ it is thought better to publish it 
separately. It is in the Press, and will be ready in a 
few days. 



